Solidarity from workers and NHS 
campaigners is vital >>Page 20 


Handing schools to profit making firms creates a 
storm of opposition >>Page 7 & 17 


Teachers can beat 
Morgan’s academy plans 
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DIVIDED 


DONT LET 
THEM OFF 
THE HOOK 


HOW WE CAN DRIVE OUT CAMERON AND HIS VICIOUS GANG 
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EUROPEAN UNION 


TUC gives unions 
too little credit for 
workers’ rights 


TRADE UNION leaders have 
jumped into campaigning 
for the EU. TUC leader 
Frances O’Grady responded 
gleefully to Jeremy 
Corbyn’s intervention into 
the European Union (EU) 
referendum debate. 

But they are spinning 
against themselves, writes 
Joseph Choonara. 


Debunking 
racist myths 
about Muslims 


FORMER EQUALITY and 
Human Rights Commission 
chief turned arch- 
Islamophobe Trevor Phillips 
is trying to smear Muslims in 
Britain as a self-segregated 
and reactionary minority. 

But Phillips’ research is 
flawed and the conclusions 
he draws verge on the 
ridiculous. 


SSS 
REFGUGEES 


Refugee deaths 
are a crime by 
politicians 


HUNDREDS OF people were 
feared to have drowned on 
Monday in the worst disaster 
of the refugee crisis this year. 
This massacre is a direct 
result of a European Union 
(EU) and Nato clampdown on 
refugees crossing the Aegean 
Sea from Turkey into Greece. 
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the TROUBLEMAKER 


THE THINGS 
THEY SAY 


‘They’re right to 
protest, they’re 
absolutely right. 
It is an obscene 
amount of 
money’ 


George Clooney agrees with 
people protesting against his 
fundraising for Hillary Clinton 


‘He told me he 
was a Russian 
arms dealer’ 


Stephanie Hudson on what 
culture secretary John 
Whittingdale told her he did 
on a date 
‘McDonald’s may 
not be the trendy 
falafel bar that 
some people in 
politics like to 
hang out at’ 


Furious former McDonald’s 
worker and Labour MP 
Wes Streeting is cross that 
Labour won't let the burger 
chain into its conference 


‘Enjoying some 
falafel, tebouleh 
and houmus’ 


But furious former McDonald’s 
worker Wes Streeting MP does 
like falafel really, he tweets 


‘Have pizzas, 
salads, falafel 
and cheesecake 
at the ready’ 


But furious former McDonald’s 
worker Wes Streeting MP does 
like falafel really, he tweets 
again 


George Osborne pulls his 
Europe figures out of a hat 


BUNGLING baron George 
Osborne has one trick— 
making numbers appear 
out of nowhere. But he 
uses it often. 

So on Monday he 
announced that leaving the 
European Union would make 
households £4,300 worse off. 

According to Osborne, 
“Britain would be perma- 
nently poorer if we left the 
European Union (EU), to 
the tune of £4,300 for every 
household in the county. 
That’s a fact.” 

Shocking but nonsense. 

The chosen date is 2030. 
By then, the economy on 
Osborne’s made up figures is 
expected to have grown by 
around 37 percent. 

But according to a Treasury 
document it would be 31 per- 
cent growth if Britain leaves 
the EU. 

Now this may or may not 


be true and as the many 
simple formulas used to 
work it out show (pictured) 
making up numbers is tricky. 
The difference is between 
31 percent economic growth 
and 37 percent growth. 
Even if this is true, it 
doesn’t make anyone poorer. 
Osborne then translates 
this reduction in potential 
economic growth to house- 
hold income. 
This is what magicians call 


NANNY VERONICA Crook has been 

servant of the Tory posho 
Rees-Mogg family for 50 years. If it’s 
not bad enough that she has to butter 
right winger Jacob’s crumpets and iron 
his pinstriped pyjamas each night, she’s 
now being sold off to raise funds for 
the Tory party. Rees-Mogg offered tea 
with Nanny as a prize at a Vote Leave 


fundraiser. She fetched £5,000. 


Rees-Mogg 


Premier dinner with 
Tories for £15,000 


YOU MIGHT think the 
Tories would be keen 

to downplay their rich, 
elitist image in the wake 
of the Panama papers 
scandal. But it seems not. 

The Tories are eagerly 
preparing for their summer 
party at Hurlingham Club 
at the end of June. 

A Premier Plus table 
at the event costs a 
whopping £15,000. 

But they are 
catering for the 
less wealthy 
among us. 

You can get 
tickets for a 
premier table for 
just £10,000 and 
book a standard table 
of ten for just £5,000. 
Bargain. 


Get in 
touch with 


Socialist 
Worker 


TAIN Duncan 
Smith will get a 
severance pay of roughly 
£34,000 for quitting the 
government frontbench. 
The combined 
ministerial and 
parliamentary salary 
of a cabinet minister 
is £135,527. 
That includes a 
parliamentary 
salary of 
£74,962. 

At roughly 
£11,294 per 
month, that 
would mean 
IDS will 
~ get around 
£34,000 just 
for quitting as 
a minister. 


‘Duncan Smith 


Email reports@ 
ROL HISAVONIRCORULS 


Web www.socialistworker.co.uk 


Facebook “Socialist Worker (Britain)” 


Twitter @socialistworker 
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gravity model approach described i is used to estimate the impact ¢ 
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THE FORMULA for made up HUNABER 


distraction. 

Using this inaccurate 
method gives Osborne 
£4,300. 

A far more important 
issue is how the growth is 
distributed. 

For instance if you divide 
current economic output by 
the number of households 
then every one has £68,000. 
Which means someone has 
Troublemaker’s share. 

In fact if you believe 


Osborne’s figures, which you 
really shouldn’t, you assume 
that disposable income grows 
in line with economic growth. 

That would mean a rise 
of £5,550 outside the EU by 
2030, or a £6,620 rise inside 
the EU. 

The “cost” of EU member- 
ship would be £1,070 per 
household. 

So even on his own imagi- 
nary numbers he is lying. 

Neat trick. 


TONY BLAIR made money 
promoting investment in a part 


of Kazakhstan where 14 striking oil 
workers were killed. Blair agreed a 
consultancy deal with the oil-rich 
Mangystau region through his 
Tony Blair Associates firm. Cops 
fired on striking oil workers 

in the area in December 

2011, killing at least 14. 


Vermin in ermine 
and Lib Dem votes 


PARLIAMENT is 

full of vermin. No 
surprise there, but 

the House of Lords 

is now very worried 
about what a new 
memo Calls “increasing 
mouse activity on the 
Western Front”. 

Peers have been ticked 
off by parliamentary 
authorities for spilling 
so many biscuit crumbs 
on the floor that the 
mice are staying away 
from the traps that 
have been laid. 

Cut the dunking, 
the memo orders. 


THERE WAS a rather 
odd by-election on 
Tuesday. It was to choose 


Newsdesk 
020 7840 5656 
Circulation 
020 7840 5601 


Lib Dem meeting 

the next hereditary 

Lib Dem peer to sit in 

the House of Lords. 
There are seven 

candidates but the 

electorate, made 

up of existing Lib 

Dem hereditaries, 

numbers only three. 


Write to 
Socialist Worker 
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=> London 
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Target Lanyard 


Wear your 
target grade 
with pride 


JUST WHEN you thought 
things couldn’t get much 
worse for students, the 
Sharnbrook Academy 
Federation has found a 
way. 

The federation runs 
the Sharnbrook Upper 
School in Bedfordshire. 
Sixth form students 
there have been given 
lanyards to wear around 
their necks displaying 
their “target” grades. 

Apparently it isn’t 
compulsory to wear 
them—but students 
have to carry them at 
all times. Students say 
they feel under pressure 
to display the lanyards. 

Unsurprisingly the 
scheme has caused 
widespread anger. 

One student said it 
was adding to “stress” 
and that the school 
was “valuing grades 
over the individual”. 


3M 


pay package of Centrica 
boss lain Conn 


GOING DOWN — 


NEWS ¢ 
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Massacre of refugees—a 
crime made by politicians 


by DAVE SEWELL 


HUNDREDS OF people were feared 
to have drowned on Monday in the 
worst disaster of the refugee crisis 
this year. 

Their boats were on the way from 
Egypt to Italy when they capsized. 
Most of the passengers were flee- 
ing East African states including 
war-torn Somalia and the brutal 
Eritrean dictatorship. 

While the exact details were 
unclear as Socialist Worker went 
to press, a Somali official in Egypt 
reported a death toll of 400. 

This massacre is a direct result of 
a European Union (EU) and Nato 
clampdown on refugees crossing the 
Aegean Sea from Turkey into Greece. 

More than 7,000 people are now 
penned into detention camps on 
Greek islands. 

Nato boats, some sent from Britain, 
patrol the sea with EU border cops. 

Politicians including David 
Cameron claimed their clampdowns 
would save lives. They lied. 

As activists warned all along, 
harsher controls drive people to risk 
more dangerous routes. 

Last week the International 
Organisation of Migration (IOM) 
recorded that the number of refu- 
gees arriving in Greece had dropped 
by two thirds. 

But the number arriving in Italy 
has more than quadrupled. Another 
6,000 people were rescued in the 
waters between Libya and Italy. 


Ports 

It is around 1,200 miles from 
Egyptian ports to the Italian island 
of Lampedusa—compared to just 
five miles from Izmir in Turkey to the 
Greek island of Lesvos. 

Politicians knew what the conse- 
quences of their clampdown would 
be. They also knew the consequences 
of cutting back search and rescue 


Campaigners were set to attend a 
Trade Unionists for Calais summit 
in London this Sunday 


@The summit is hosted by Stand 
Up to Racism and is part of 
organising solidarity with refugees 
@A key focus will be a mass 
convoy to Calais on 18 June 


@lt will also discuss winning 
support inside trade unions 


@Join the summit—Sun 24 April, 
llam-5pm, Student Central, Malet 
St, London WCIE 7HY, £5/£2. 

Go to bit.ly/1WCIfEl to register 


on 
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operations last year. 

An internal report of EU border 
force Frontex in 2014 said the with- 
drawal “would likely result in higher 
number of fatalities”, it was revealed 
on Monday. 

The researchers who unearthed 
the report said, “EU agencies and 
policy makers knowingly created the 
conditions that led to massive loss of 
life.” 

Mulugeta Asgedom is an Eritrean 
community activist in Glasgow. He 
told Socialist Worker, “In Eritrea 
there is no hope, no future, only fear 
and terror. People fleeing this situ- 
ation then face many crimes on the 
way. 


IMMIGRATION CONTROLS force desperate refugees to make GaneSeOUS crossings 


CALAIS SUMMIT 


“But instead of siding with the vic- 
tims the EU is siding with the perpe- 
trators. It needs to provide a sanctu- 
ary to asylum seekers.” 

Stand Up to Racism (SUTR) has 
called vigils in London and other 
cities on Thursday of this week. 

SUTR joint secretary Weyman 
Bennett said, “These horrific deaths 
show the grim reality of the Fortress 
Europe policy. We need policies that 
will rescue desperate people, not 
leave them to die.” 


4 What’s your story? 


Email with your ideas 
reports @socialistworker.co.uk 


Fresh war threat in Iraq 


THE US is ramping up its military 
presence in Iraq as it prepares 
for an assault on the Isis-held 
northern city of Mosul. 

US defence secretary Ashton 
Carter announced on Monday that 
the US will deploy Apache attack 
helicopters and 217 more 


Qatar that can be used in Iraq. 

It also plans to give 
£300 million to Iraqi Kurdish 
Peshmerga forces. 

Military defeat and revolution 
have weakened US imperialism in 
the region. Now it wants to regain 
the upper hand. 


troops. 

The US has been 
bombing Iraq since 
September 2013. But 
this will take US ground 
troops closer to fighting 
on the frontline and is 
part of an escalation in 
Iraq and Syria. 

His announcement 
comes after the US sent 
B-52 heavy bombers to 


Meanwhile, the Syrian 
peace talks were near 
collapse on Tuesday as 
fighting rages on despite 
a ceasefire. 

The US hopes that 
military force and 
patching together 
alliances will bolster its 
hand in the imperialist 
carve-up of Syria. 


am Tomas Tengely-Evans 


UNITED STATES 
New mood 
Sweeps US 


THE UNITED States is 
changing. In recent days 
there has been a big strike, a 
civil disobedience movement 
and huge turnouts at rallies 
for Bernie Sanders. 

Sanders, who says he is a 
socialist, brought 27,000 to 
one New York rally last week 
and 28,000 a few days later. 

Martha Wilkinson- 
Jennings went to the first 
rally. She told Socialist 
Worker, “It was amazing—all 
that energy, all that positive 
feeling. 

“We can’t go on with a 
society where only a few 
have so much and the rest 
have so little. 

“I love what Bernie is 
saying because it’s so rare to 
stand up and tell it like it is. 

“Before this campaign I 
didn’t think about myself as a 
socialist. But now I do.” 


Strike 

Meanwhile almost 40,000 
workers at the Verizon 
telecom company have been 
on strike for a week against 
outsourcing, job losses, 
pension and healthcare cuts, 
and wage reductions. 

And the Democracy Spring 
movement held protests 
throughout last week, leading 
to around 1,000 arrests. 

Outside the Capitol in 
Washington, where Congress 
meets, protesters demanded 
a “democracy free from the 
corrupting influence of big 
money”. Some had marched 
for ten days along a 160-mile 
route from Philadelphia to 
Washington. 

Democracy Spring has some 
similarities to the Occupy 
movement. It has not yet 
linked up with developments 
such as the Verizon strike. 
Charlie Kimber 


For a longer version go to 
socialistworker.co.uk 
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Powell predicts 
‘rivers of blood’ 


ON 20 April 1968 Tory 
MP Enoch Powell claimed 
immigration would lead 
to violence, saying he 
saw a river “foaming with 
much blood”. 

His words led to a rise 
in racism—but also an 
anti-racist movement that 
would end his career. 
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"We can win 


anything if 


enough of 
us resist’ 


The People’s Assembly protest 
showed deep anger at the Tories— 
and the potential to defeat them 


TENS OF thousands of peo- 
ple took part in the People’s 
Assembly march in London last 
Saturday. It was loud, lively and 
confident. 

Marchers chanted, “Say hey, say 
ho, dodgy Dave has got to go.” There 
were hundreds of homemade plac- 
ards and dozens of pig masks. 

The protest brought together 
trade unions, students, supporters 
of Jeremy Corbyn and first-time 
marchers. Organisers said 150,000 
took part. 

Tom Bowers from Liverpool told 
Socialist Worker, “This is the first 
one of these I’ve ever been on. It’s 
great so many people have come 
out. 

“The Panama papers’ revelations 
are a disgrace. Something’s got to 
happen soon.” 


Privatised 

Royal Mail worker Mark came from 
Reading to join the protest. “We’ve 
been privatised against the wishes of 
98 percent of the workforce and you 
see the effect every day,” he said. 

“You have to march to show you 
don’t agree with what this govern- 
ment is doing.” 

Waitress Biba Williams said, “We 
need a government we can trust not 
just to line its own pockets. We need 
to put money into things like health 
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The People’s Assembly protest 
drew huge numbers of people 


It was called to oppose Tory 
austerity—and defend health, 
homes, jobs and education 


Recent revelations about tax 
dodging, implicating David 
Cameron, have fuelled the anger 

Many marchers called for 
Cameron to resign and backed 
Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn 


Demonstrators were buoyed 
by recent strikes by workers 
including junior doctors 


and education, not Trident.” 

There was fury at the Tories’ 
assault on working class people—but 
also a sense that it can be stopped. 

Biba added, “People are starting 
to get together and rise up. We’re 
more powerful when we’re together 
and people are starting to see that.” 

Mark Turner, a steel worker from 
South Wales, spoke for many when 
he told the final rally, “This Tory 
government can go to Panama and 
stay there.” 

Many marchers were inspired by 
Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn (see 
box, right). 

And lots of people spoke about 
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the junior doctors’ dispute and the 
battle to stop forced academies. 
Teachers chanted to the tune of 
Hey Mickey, “Hey Nicky, leave us be, 
we don’t want academies”. Health 
students chanted, “The NHS makes 
us well, Tories make us sick.” 
Retired public sector worker 
Jane said, “The junior doctors have 
taken a stand. Something has got to 
change or people are going to die.” 
Milton Keynes teacher Anita was 
optimistic. “The NUT union has 
already won a U-turn on plans to 
bring in baseline testing for four 
year olds,” she said. 
“We have defended the right of 


& 
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Firefighters on the protest—and a fire engine 


Junior doctors were set 
to strike on Tuesday and 
Wednesday of next week. 
Everyone can go to picket lines— 
and push their union leaders to 
offer real support 


The NUT union is balloting for 
strikes over forced academies 
and cuts. Everyone has to do all 
they can to help them win 


Our movement must not be 
divided. We need to support 
refugees and oppose racism. 
Join the convoy to Calais on 
18 June and this Sunday’s Trade 
Unionists for Calais meeting 


ORGANISERS SAID there were 150,000 people on the protest 


ll 


sixth form staff to strike. 

“It’s possible to win anything if 
you’ve got enough people who’ll 
come out and make their voices 
heard.” 


Cheered 


Deputy general secretary of the NUT 
Kevin Courtney was loudly cheered 
when he spoke to marchers. 

He said the Tories were “divided 
on tax, the European Union referen- 
dum and even on academies”. 

He added, “That’s why the NUT 
conference unanimously decided to 
ballot for strikes. We’re determined 
to break the Tories’ policies.” 


Many marchers felt there is some- 
thing fundamentally wrong with the 
world we live in and want to win 
real change. 

Oliver is a member of Labour left 
group the Labour Representation 
Committee. He told Socialist 
Worker, “Political campaigning is 
all well and good. 

“But sometimes you need a show 
of force to say there is a popular man- 
date for a different type of society.” 


The demo online... 
Ly Video at bit ly/ISgMuRj 
Reports at bit.ly/INj2Fk6 


Steel workers demand action 


STEEL workers facing 
job cuts were on the 
march. 

Shaun, a steel 
worker from Port 
Talbot, said, ‘Jeremy 
Corbyn is a breath of 
fresh air, before him 
the Labour Party was 
just Conservative-lite. 

“David Cameron 
should resign, but 
the Tories will stick 
like glue to power 
until they’re kicked 
out. Maybe that’l| 
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teel worker Shaun 


be before 2020, 
the referendum is 
destroying the Tories. 


“They’ve got egg on 
their face because of 
the steel crisis.” 

Anthony Simpson, 
Unite union branch 
chair and a steel 
worker from north 
Wales, told Socialist 
Worker, “We have 
a 50/50 chance 
of saving the steel 
industry. 

“The government 
has been lacklustre, 
we need more than 
just warm words”. 
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Build on huge 
protest to 
defeat Tories 


THE HUGE People’s Assembly 
demonstration showed the 
potential for a rising curve of 
struggle that can inflict serious 
defeats on a divided government. 

There is a growing sense that 
the system is the enemy. But it 
would be a massive victory to force 
out David Cameron. 

Shadow chancellor John 
McDonnell told the crowd, “For 
too long Labour leaders have been 
embarrassed by their association 
with the movement on the streets. 

“Whether it’s in parliament or on 
the picket line, this leadership will 
be with you.” 

Jeremy Corbyn sent a solidarity 
message. “Solidarity to the junior 
doctors and steel workers,” he said. 

“There’s power in our hands to 
change society.” 

Such words are hugely welcome. 
And Unite union leader Len 
McCluskey was right to attack right 
wing attacks on Jeremy Corbyn. 

He said, “We now have a Labour 
leadership fighting for ordinary 
people in parliament and on the 
streets.” 

But the party as a whole is not 
with the junior doctors on the 
picket lines. Its MPs largely remain 
wary of strikes. Labour has not 
called demonstrations over the 
steel crisis. And Labour councils 
still impose cuts. 

We need to keep pushing for 
struggle and for a movement that 
can drive out the Tories before 
2020. And we need socialist 
politics at the heart of it. 


Labour Party supporters 
join the demonstration 


A BLOC of Jeremy Corbyn 
supporters was on the protest. 

Patrick Jenkins is a Labour 
town councillor from Southam 
near Coventry. He told Socialist 
Worker, “I think Corbyn’s 
brilliant, he’s the reason I joined 
Labour. 

“The key thing is we should be 
attacking the Tories, not the right 
and left in Labour fighting each 
other. I want to see the Tories out 
before 2020.” 

Shadow international 
development secretary Diane 
Abbott spoke to the crowd. 

“I want to pass on Jeremy 
Corbyn’s absolute support for the 
demo and the struggle against 
austerity,” she said. 

“Fighting austerity is the 
political struggle of our time. 

It’s important that we unite, that 
we fight racism, antisemitism, 
Islamophobia and work with 
refugees.” 

She added that people should 
vote for “Jeremy Corbyn’s man 
Sadiq Khan to be mayor of 
London” next month. 

Oliver, a sixth form student 


i £4 ———_- - ™ 
Left Labour group Momentum placard 


from Manchester, was on the 
Corbyn bloc but also wanted 
more from the party. 

“I wish Labour was more 
on the attack,” he said. “It’s a 
learning curve for us, but we 
can’t afford that. We need to 
go on the attack. And we need 
action from the unions.” 


NDER FIRE over tax 

havens, junior doctors’ 

contracts and school 

academies, the Tories 

are desperate to appear 
united. But the European Union 
(EU) referendum makes that 
impossible. 

Justice secretary Michael 
Gove—seen as the most 
loyal senior Tory on the Leave 
side—launched a stinging attack 
on David Cameron’s Remain 
campaign on Tuesday. 

He said it “treats people like 
mere children, capable of being 
frightened into obedience by 
conjuring up new bogeymen every 
night.” 

It follows the surreal rebellion 
of Cameron’s hated benefits 
axeman lain Duncan Smith last 
month and high-profile criticisms 
from prominent backbenchers. 

This Tory government is in 
greater disarray than at any point 
since Cameron came to office in 
2010. Now should be the time 
for us to go on the offensive. The 
Tories are divided, and they could 
be beaten. 

The fantastic People’s Assembly 
demonstration last Saturday 
confirms that initiatives against 
them can win huge support. 


RACISM IN MAYORAL RACE 


AC GOLDMSITH’S campaign 

to become London mayor 

is remarkable for one thing 
only—its filthy racism. 

The defining feature of the 
Tory candidate’s otherwise 
dull campaign is dog whistle 
Islamophobia aimed at Labour’s 
candidate Sadiq Khan. 

From the outset Goldsmith’s 
campaign has used racially coded 
language, branding Khan as “radical 
and divisive”. 

More recently Goldsmith 


claimed Khan had “given platforms, 


More online... 


Fury as 1,000 Ex 


attend protest at 
Huddersfield A&E i. 
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|WHAT WE THINK| 


TORIES ON BACK FOOT— 
GO ON THE OFFENSIVE 


Yet our side keeps throwing 
away opportunities. 

Some union leaders see winning 
council elections for Labour as 
more important than backing 


Unite union leader Len 
McCluskey rightly slams Blairites 
who undermine Jeremy Corbyn. 

Yet he is blocking a key plank of 
Corbyn’s policies with the lie that 
Trident nukes create jobs. 

Many point to the inspiration of 
the junior doctors’ strikes. 

But why aren’t other unions 
mobilising their members to come 
and join hospital picket lines and 
strike rallies? 

And when polls show huge 
support for nationalisation to save 


Any rump Tory 
government will 
be weaker than 
ever—whoever is 
at the helm 


oxygen and even cover to those 
who seek to do our police and 
capital harm”. 

To his credit, Khan has accused 
Goldsmith of leading a “coded 
racist” attack, leaving the Tory 
campaign in a very bad place. 

Unfortunately, Labour’s 
campaign has also made 
concessions to Islamophobic 
scaremongering. One of Khan’s 
leaflets is proudly headlined, 
“The British Muslim who'll take 
on extremists.” Worse, he has 
joined in with the demonisation 


every week 
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resistance to Labour councils’ cuts. 


Get Socialist Worker 


If you liked this issue of 


jobs, why are the steel workers 
being left to face the chop without 
a fight? 

We can—and must—do better 
on all these fronts. But we can’t 
avoid the question that has set the 
Tory party at each other’s throats. 

Losing the vote on the EU could 
end Cameron’s rule. So it would 
be a tragic mistake for the left to 
save his bacon by campaigning for 
a Remain vote. 

As Socialist Worker has 
consistently argued, the EU is a 
bosses’ club that exploits workers. 

It is a racist fortress that 
drowns refugees. It’s right to vote 
Leave. 

Leading figures in the Labour 
and Green parties say that if 
Cameron goes we'll get someone 
worse. This is a topsy turvy view 
of the Tories’ crisis. 

Cameron is every bit as vicious 
as, say, Boris Johnson or George 
Osborne. 

He is the frontman of every 
attack the Tories have driven 
through—from the bedroom tax 
to NHS privatisation. 

If he falls, any Tory government 
left will be weaker than ever— 
whoever is at the helm. Our 
enemies are squirming. Don’t let 
them wriggle off the hook. 


of Muslim women who choose to 
wear hijabs and niqabs. 

“There is a question to be 
asked about what is going on in 
those homes,” he said. He even 
suggested that Muslim women 
shouldn’t wear face-coverings 
when using public services. 

In an election that will be seen 
as a referendum on Corbyn’s 
leadership, it is right to vote for 
Khan. But Labour’s campaign 
should be clearly anti-racist— 
instead of making concessions that 
boost racists. 
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ANALYSIS 
CHARLIE KIMBER 


Corbyn is wasting a 
golden opportunity 


IT’S PROBABLY hard to make a good speech when you’re 
uncomfortable with the message you’re communicating. 

That’s why Jeremy Corbyn made such a dull and 
uninspiring presentation launching Labour’s pro-European 
Union (EU) campaign last week. 

For most of the time Corbyn maintained a lofty 
impersonal tone. He reported, “Labour is convinced” 
about some Remain views and that, “The Labour Party is 
overwhelmingly for staying.” 

It’s certainly true that the large majority of Labour MPs 
back Remain. But those who are for Leave point out that 
throughout their time in parliament both Corbyn and 
shadow chancellor John McDonnell backed anti-EU motions. 

In this they were simply following the anti-EU position of 
their political mentor, Tony Benn. 

During the 1993 debate on the EU’s Maastricht treaty 
Corbyn said it “takes away from national parliaments 
the power to set economic policy and hands it over to an 
unelected set of bankers who will impose the economic 
policies of price stability, deflation and high unemployment 
throughout the European Community”. 

Corbyn has also said that he voted against the EU’s 
predecessor, the Common Market, in 1975. 

Seeking some argument he could actually connect with 
last week, Corbyn insisted, “Workers need to make common 
cause across national borders”. 

But one group of workers he did not talk about at all 
were those in Greece. That would have involved admitting 
that the EU had acted as the enforcer of austerity and the 
wrecking ball against democracy when Greeks voted for an 
end to neoliberalism last year. 

Refugees did get one mention when Corbyn spoke of 
the challenge of “huge refugee movements across the 
world”. But he couldn’t discuss the EU’s role—pushing back 
refugees, throwing up barriers and repelling people through 
the intimidating effect of mass drownings. 

During his battle for the Labour leadership, Corbyn hinted 
he might support leaving the EU. He said he had “not closed 
his mind” to exit and was opposed to giving David Cameron 
a “blank cheque”. 


Demands 

At one hustings he said, “I think we should be making 
demands—universal workers’ rights, universal environmental 
protection, end the race to the bottom on corporate taxation, 
end the race to the bottom in wage protection”. 

It turned out the way to make Corbyn back the EU was to 
elect him Labour leader. He compromised to keep at least 
some of the right vaguely on side. 

The reappointment of Pat McFadden as shadow minister 
for Europe was seen as the first victory for Labour’s right 
under Corbyn’s leadership. The announcement that the party 
would campaign to stay in the EU followed. 

McFadden eventually resigned, but was replaced with 
another strongly pro-EU figure. 

If Corbyn backed Leave, it is highly likely that the vote 
would be to break from the EU. 

Polls suggest that Corbyn is far more trusted on the issue 
than Tories on either side. 

His support would banish completely the myth that only 
the right wants to exit. He would particularly appeal to 
young people who presently see the EU as a left wing project. 

And, as former Tory chancellor Kenneth Clarke said last 
week, “The prime minister wouldn’t last 30 seconds if he lost 
the referendum”. 

Corbyn insists a Leave vote would boost the right. But 
with the political feeling in Britain at the moment it is more 
likely it would see Cameron’s resignation, turmoil in the 
Tory party, the loss of their parliamentary majority and an 
early election. This offers the hope of the end of the Tories 
before 2020, surely something to be grasped. 

There are principled socialist reasons to be against the EU. 
But it’s also true that Corbyn’s decision to back Remain may 
be life-support for a Tory government for nearly four years. 

Labour saved Cameron over the Scottish independence 
referendum. It should not make the same mistake again. 
More than ever, it’s right to fight for Leave—and to persuade 
as many Corbyn supporters as possible that they should be 
with us. 


: MCTeETIN FOR BRITAIN 


JEREMY CORBYN’S half-hearted pro-EU speech was the starting gun for union leaders 


TUC gives the EU too much 
credit—and unions too little 


As union leaders gleefully jump into campaigning for the EU, 
Joseph Choonara says they are spinning against themselves 


TUC LEADER Frances 
O’Grady responded glee- 
fully to Jeremy Corbyn’s 
intervention into the 
European Union (EU) ref- 
erendum debate. 

“The broader labour move- 
ment is united behind the 
benefits of EU membership 
for working people,” she 
opined. 

“Many of the biggest 
cheerleaders for Brexit have 
spent years dismissing rights 
like paid leave and maternity 
protections as ‘red tape’ to be 
binned.” 

Amoment’s thought shows 
how ridiculous O’Grady’s 
position is. 

For one thing, the labour 
movement is far from united. 
The RMT union, for instance, 
supports the new Lexit cam- 
paign (see box) and other 
unions are likely to follow. 


Bosses 

O’Grady’s argument can 
easily be turned on its 
head. David Cameron 
and George Osborne, the 
bosses’ CBI organisation, the 
International Monetary Fund, 
and the US and Chinese 
governments all support a 
Remain vote. 

Does she really believe 
they are committed to labour 
rights? 

The TUC’s position is not 
surprising. In the mid-1980s 
key sections of the labour 
movement, despairing of 
any attempt to challenge 
Thatcherism, bought into the 
myth of a “social Europe”. 


Frances O'Grady 


While those myths may 
have had some basis in real- 
ity 30 years ago, they hardly 
stand up to scrutiny today. 
As Mario Draghi, president 
of the European Central 
Bank, admitted in 2012, “The 
European social model has 
already gone.” 

The notion of the EU as a 
protector of workers’ rights 
doesn’t fit with the reality of 
what has taken place in coun- 
tries such as Greece. 

The harsh bailout pro- 
gramme imposed there saw 
pay for some public sector 


workers fall by a third. 

The minimum wage fell by 
22 percent. The number of 
industry-level agreements 
with unions has fallen by 
three-quarters since 2010. 

Instead there has been an 
explosion in company-wide 
agreements, 80 percent of 
which have led to pay cuts. 

In Greece as in Spain, 
Portugal or Ireland, the EU 
has proved a disaster for 
workers. 

The substantive arguments 
offered by pro-EU unions 
are feeble. The Unite union 
informs us that “because of 
the EU” we get “protection 
at work”, “holidays”, “time 
off work”, “fairness at work”, 
“sickness rights”, “equal pay” 
for men and women, “mater- 
nity rights”, “parental leave”, 
“protection from being dis- 
criminated against” and 
“healthcare on holiday”. 

It would come as a surprise 
to many workers to hear that 
they are no longer discrimi- 
nated against or that they 


Campaign to exit left 


A UNITED left wing campaign to 

leave the EU launched last week. 
Lexit: The Left Leave campaign 

is backed by the Socialist Workers 


Party, the RMT union, the 


Indian Workers Association, the 
Bangladeshi Workers Council, the 
Communist Party and others. 


go to leftleave.org for more details 


benefit from fairness at work. 

But if the EU gives us all 
this, what exactly is the point 
of trade unions? In reality 
these rights were won by 
struggle. 

By the 1970s workers in 
Britain had fought for and 
won much stronger legisla- 
tion than that guaranteed by 
the EU. 


Standards 


Equal pay legislation came 
in the wake of the strike 
by women workers at Ford 
Dagenham in 1968. Paid hol- 
idays and maternity leave in 
Britain both exceed the mini- 
mum EU standards. 

Those employment rights 
resulting from EU law are 
primarily of an individual 
nature. 

As John Hendy QC pointed 
out, “They have little appli- 
cation to most terms and 
conditions of employment to 
protect or encourage good 
pay and decent jobs.” 

In practice, these measures 
are now generally embedded 
in British law. They will not 
vanish if we vote to leave. 

We will have to fight to 

efend them. In the same way 
we will have to fight against 
measures such as the Tories’ 
anti-union bill, to which EU 
membership provided no bar- 
rier whatsoever. 

Rather than sowing illu- 
sions in this bosses’ club, 
the TUC should promote the 
kind of coordinated, collec- 
tive struggles that can protect 
workers’ rights. 


Teachers get to work to build 


Socialist Worker 


for anti-academies strike vote 


Tory plans to force every school to become an academy would see profit-making businesses 


take over schools. 


TEACHERS ARE gearing up for a 
strike ballot over Tory education 
secretary Nicky Morgan’s plans 
to force all schools in England to 
become academies. 

NUT union members will ballot 
for strikes over the impact of 
forced academisation and funding 
cuts from 23 May. The struggle 
is drawing new layers of teachers 
into battle. 

Ken Muller is joint divisional 
secretary of Islington NUT in north 
London. He told Socialist Worker 
that a reps’ meeting there last 
week was “the biggest meeting in 
Islington that I can remember”. 

“It was buzzing,” said Ken. 
“Some teachers couldn’t get into 
the meeting because it would 
have exceeded the capacity of the 
room.” 

Ken said the key to the big 
turnout was “personal contact”. 
Emails to reps stressed the urgency 
of the situation and teachers 
made systematic phone calls to 
encourage people to attend. 

The meeting broke up into 
groups with teachers making plans 
for a public meeting and street 
stalls. They also plan to send 
letters to parents explaining the 
dispute. 


Children 

Ken said, “We will organise 
secondary and primary schools 
into clusters to get the vote out. 
We are encouraging reps to set up 
meeting in schools. 

“The day after the meeting 
one rep emailed to say their head 
teacher had agreed that the school 
could be used for a meeting for 
parents. 

“It really feels like people are 
taking ownership of the dispute.” 

The Tories claim academies 
raise “standards” and help the 
most disadvantaged children. 

In reality they are a mechanism 
for unelected businesses to get 
their hands on schools. 

And they open up the prospect 
of running schools for profit. 

The forced academy plan has 
sparked widespread opposition 
with even Tory councillors and 
MPs speaking out against it. 

It has also galvanised more 
parents into anti-academy 
campaigning. 

So many people registered for 
a Parents Defending Education 
meeting in London this Saturday 
that it has moved to a bigger venue 
(see below). 

Over 300 were registered as 
Socialist Worker went to press. 
And some parents have set up a 
new group, Rescue Our Schools, 


TEACHERS MARCH in London last month 


No places? Blame Tories 


against the forced academy plan. 

Action by the NUT can also 
increase the pressure on the ATL 
and NASUWT unions to strike. 

Nicky Morgan told teachers 
there is “no reverse gear” for the 
plans on forced academies. 

Yet the government has been 
forced to retreat on its baseline 
tests for four year olds. Resistance 
can stop the Tories. 

As Ken put it, “Teachers have 
a sense that the government 
is vulnerable and may have 
overplayed its hand. People feel 
that we can win.” 


Parents Defending Education meeting, 
Saturday 23 April, 1-4pm, Hamilton 
House, Mabledon Place, WC1H 9BD. 
Called by the Anti Academies Alliance 
and backed by the NUT and ATL. Go 
to antiacademies.org.uk 


On other pages... 
Ly How academies and competition 
fail our children >>Page 17 


GOVERNMENT FIGURES show 
that there will be a shortfall of 
10,000 primary school places 
in England within four years. 

Right wing newspapers 
grabbed the chance to blame 
immigration. But the problem 
is not immigration—it is 
government policy. 

NUT union general secretary 
Christine Blower said the 
problems were caused by 
“complete negligence of 
government”. 

She added, “Population 
growth is a predicted fact. Yet 
this has not been addressed 
by either this or the previous 
coalition government.” 

In July last year the 
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Department for Education 
predicted the number of 
children in secondary schools 
would begin to rise this year 
due to “increases in the birth 
rate”. 

The Tories’ forced academy 
plan will remove the power of 
councils to build new schools 
or instruct existing schools to 
expand. 

There is more than enough 
money and resources to 
provide every child in Britain 
with a school place. 

Blaming the problem on 
immigration seeks to disguise 
that. And it lets the real 
culprits behind the crisis—the 
Tories— off the hook. 


But growing opposition could soon lead to action, reports Sadie Robinson 


SCOTLAND 

PFI schools 
funding farce 
cost billions 


WHEN STORM Gertrude hit 
Scotland in January it didn’t only 
blow apart a wall at a privately 
built school in Edinburgh. It also 
blew the lid off the public private 
partnership models used to fund 
infrastructure projects. 
Edinburgh council has closed 
17 schools due to serious 
structural defects. Around 8,000 
pupils and 655 teachers are 
having to cope with temporary 
classrooms. 
The deals to build the schools, 
known as Private Finance Initiative 
(PFl) contracts, have faced 
increasing scrutiny. 
The cost of Scotland’s PFI deals 
tops £30 billion. The companies 
that built them checked and 
signed off on the buildings 
themselves, rather than being 
assessed by the local authority. 
And it was legal—a change 
to legislation in the Scottish 
parliament that no politician 
seemed to think was worthy of 
opposition at the time. 


Contract 

In Edinburgh, had the Treasury's 
Public Works Loan Board been 
used to fund building the schools, 
it could have cost £104 million 
less. But combined with a second 
contract Edinburgh’s PFI schools 
are to cost over £1.2 billion. 

Edinburgh Schools Partnership 
(ESP) is the consortium in charge 
of building the schools. It was put 
together by construction firms and 
banks to bid for the contract. 

But it has now emerged that 
ESP is wholly owned offshore. It 
may pay some tax—but not on the 
profit on the council’s £1.5 million 
monthly payment. 

The Scottish National Party 
(SNP) is now trying to use the PFI 
scandal as a stick to beat Labour 
with. It’s true that New Labour's 
love affair with PFI has saddled 
public bodies with huge debts. 

But the SNP’s version of PFI, 
known as Non Profit Distributed 
(NPD) contracts, has contributed a 
further £6 billion to public sector 
balance sheets. And the same 
firms are benefiting. 

Raymie Kiernan 


7 


20 April 2016 


Socialist Worker 


20 April 2016 


Right crows 
In Brazil at 
vote to oust 


president 


Workers must organise 
independently to resist the right’s 
attack, argues Dave Sewell 


BRAZIL'S PARLIAMENT voted 
last Sunday to impeach centre- 
left president Dilma Rousseff. 
Right wing opposition MPs 
gloated and cheered. Supporters 
of the Workers Party (PT) gov- 
ernment shouted “coup”. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
people had joined both pro and 
anti-government demonstrations 
across Brazil. 

Outside the congress building in 
Brasilia a specially built wall sepa- 
rated 25,000 protesters into rival 
rallies. 

Rousseff is accused of manipu- 
lating government debt figures in 
order to win her re-election in 2014. 

There is more anger around 
the corruption scandal at state oil 
firm Petrobras, which took place 
on Rousseff’s watch and involved 
senior PT figures. But the opposi- 
tion parties out to topple her were 
even more implicated. 


Impeachment 

More than 150 MPs are under inves- 
tigation for crimes—most of them 
on the side voting for impeachment. 

If the Senate votes to proceed 
with impeachment, vice president 
Michel Temer is in line to lead a pro- 
visional government while Rousseff 
stands trial. Speaker of the house 
Eduardo Cunha has led the drive for 
impeachment. 

They are rank hypocrites. Cunha 
was implicated in the Petrobras 
scandal. Temer presided over it as 
much as Rousseff did and has faced 
several corruption investigations. 

Some of the opposition represent 
the worst of South America’s right 
wing. 

Far right MPs dedicated their 
votes to former dictatorship figures. 

Jair Bolsonaro even singled out 
for praise the colonel in charge of 
the unit that tortured Rousseff. 

The PT made the most of Brazil’s 
economic boom to increase funding 
for the poor while promoting busi- 
ness. As crisis sweeps poorer econo- 
mies, that model is no longer possi- 
ble. The right and the rich want to 
make sure the pain falls on workers 


BACK STORY 


The campaign to impeach 
Brazil’s president Rousseff is a 
right wing attack 


®Corruption is rife on all sides 
of the political establishment in 
Brazil 


@Right wing MPs are more 
implicated than the Workers Party 


@The protest movement against 
Rousseff has been largely middle 
class and led by the right wing 


@The Workers Party’s support 
comes from trade unions and 
mass social movements 


and the poor. But they will face 
resistance from unions and social 
movements. 

And even if Rousseff falls, the 
right will struggle to cobble together 
a coherent government. 

Brazil’s congress is fractured into 
many small parties competing for 
favours. The anger against corrup- 
tion they have helped whip up could 
turn against any of them. 


Protests 

Even on pro-impeachment 
protests, led by the right and dom- 
inated by the middle class, many 
people say they are angry at all pol- 
iticians. The anti-impeachment side 
is backed by unions that have led 
militant strikes, and powerful social 
movements such as the Landless 
Workers’ Movement. 

The PT congress leader Jose 
Guimares vowed, “The fight is 
now in the courts, the street and 
the senate.” But the courts and 
the senate are packed with hostile 
establishment figures. 

And the forces that can win on 
the streets are the sections of society 
under attack from the PT’s austerity. 

To mobilise them successfully 
will take more than the PT’s vision 
of compromise with the bosses. 

Workers need to mobilise inde- 
pendently against the right wing 
threat, without simply lining up 
behind Rousseff. 


INTERNATIONAL, 


RIGHT WING MPs celebrate the vote 


FRANCE 


Work law provokes a new movement 


By SYLVESTRE JAFFARD in Paris 


EVERY EVENING since 31 March, 
gatherings of around 2,000 
people have been debating and 
organising in the Place de la 
Republique square in Paris. 

This is the “Nuit debout” 
movement, often translated as 
“Night on our feet”. It is born 
out of the resistance against the 
Labour-type government’s attack 
on workers’ rights. 

The general meetings start at 
6pm every evening. 

Even in the rain and witha 
heavy police presence around 
the square, thousands of people 
still choose to gather to discuss 


EGYPT 


Mass meetings organise resistance 


politics. Trade unions and 
campaign groups are welcome. 

The New Anti-capitalist Party 
(NPA) and other groups have 
stalls on some nights, as well as 
book stalls. 


=| 
3° 
= 
rm 
ing 
uo 
S 
im 
is) 
z 
a 
a 
Z 
a 
= 
ta 
ira 
5S 
= 
o 
oa 


But there is a strong sense 
that things have to be decided 
on and carried out by the people 
here. 

There is constant interaction 
between the general meeting 
and the various commissions 
which have been formed and 
which anybody can join. 

They organise actions from 
the small to the spectacular. 

This includes solidarity with 
refugees. 

Nearby on the river Seine, 

a huge graffiti proclaims, “We 
would rather be on our feet at 
night than on our knees during 
the day.” 


Longer report at 
bit.ly/1580v72 


Growing protests defy the regime's brutality 


THOUSANDS OF protesters 
took to the streets of Egypt last 
week—and none of them were 
arrested. 

In the brutal atmosphere 
since Abdel Fattah el-Sisi came 
to power two years ago, this is 
a victory. 

The protests are another sign 
of the growth of resistance, and 
the fragility of the government. 
The focus was el-Sisi’s decision 
to hand over two disputed Red 
Sea islands to ally Saudi Arabia. 


But there are also wider issues. 


One young protester said, 
“Our message today is that 
we are still alive. No matter 
what happened over the past 
two years, we are still able to 


regroup and challenge injustice. 


“We are back on the scene 
and the state should know that 
we are not going to simply let 
them do whatever they want”. 

Meanwhile the Italian 
ambassador to Egypt has been 
recalled to Rome. 


This follows the failure of a 
summit between Italian and 
Egyptian teams investigating 
the murder of Cambridge PhD 
student Giulio Regeni in Cairo 
earlier this year. The British 
government has done virtually 
nothing to pressure Egypt over 
the case. 


Rally, Truth for Giulio Regeni, 
Justice for Egypt’s disappeared 
Friday, 22 April, 3.30pm, King’s 
Parade, 

Cambridge 


LETTERS 


Tax tycoon 
free school 


THE teachers’ NUT union in 
Islington, north London, 
has long opposed schools 
being privatised as acad- 
emies and free schools. 

So three years ago we 
campaigned against 
Whitehall Park free school 
being established. 

Little did we know then 
that the joint owner of the 
company running it is an 
oil tycoon with a British 
Virgin Islands company set 
up by Mossack Fonseca. 

He is caught up with a 
Malaysian fund now under 
investigation for money 
laundering. 

Teachers want schools to 
be run for the benefit of 
students, not oil tycoons 
and tax-dodging financiers. 

Ken Muller 
Joint secretary, Islington NUT 


Labour is 
not Corbyn 


IF I could vote for Jeremy 
Corbyn directly, I would. 

But he’s the left wing 
leader of a largely right 
wing party. Labour brought 
us 28-day detention, PFI 
schemes and a crackdown 
on migrants. 

My local MP is the 
warmonger Hilary Benn. 

The councillors in our 
deprived inner city ward 
include a banker and a 
property baron. 

The Green Party is far 
from perfect. 

It is too middle class, and 
supports the regressive and 
ineffectual sugar tax. But at 
a local level, I suspect it is 
the best choice. 

Labour would have to try 
much, much harder to win 
back my vote. 

Richard Edwards 
on Facebook 


What about damage 
done by government? 


NEW WORK and pensions 
secretary Stephen Crabb 
seems to have double 
standards about what 
constitutes damage. 

The People’s Assembly 
held a protest outside his 
office calling for him to 
resign from his role as 
patron of learning disability 
charity Mencap. He’d voted 
for a £30 per person cut 
from the Employment 
Support Allowance benefit. 

When someone sprayed 
“Y do you hate the sick” on 
the wall he was outraged 
enough to comment, “There 


Email letters@socialistworker.co.uk 
Post Socialist Worker, PO Box 71327, London SE11 9BW 
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Getting paid less is an insult 
00 far for us young people 


I STILL remember the look of 
self-satisfaction on George 
Osborne’s face when he 
announced his new “national 
living wage” to a raucous House of 
Commons. 

This is a rebranded minimum 
wage of just £7.20 an hour—and it 
only applies to people 25 and over. 

I stared incredulously, 
wondering what exactly there was 
to celebrate. 

I’m under 25 trying to survive in 
London on £6.70 an hour. 

To me this was just another 
message from the Tories that 
young, working class people are a 
negligible concern. 

They already saddled us with 
three times the student debt 


are lots of ways to 
communicate to convey 
concerns but criminal 
damage just isn’t an option”. 
What a pompous arse. 
Some of us have been 
“communicating” concerns 
about the government’s 
attacks on all our class for 


I’VE BEEN teaching at the 
Darfur school in the 
refugee camp in Calais for 
three months. 

Conditions are 
appalling and the CRS 
riot police are brutal. 

I’ve personally 
witnessed the CRS taking 
selfies with burning 
shelters in the 


when they tripled tuition fees in 
2012. Now they are robbing us of 
maintenance grants. Young 
people are leaving university 
with bleaker prospects than ever. 

To exclude under 25s from a pay 
increase is adding insult to injury. 

I am currently living with seven 
other people and working two jobs 
just to survive. 

But now people a few months 
older than me are being paid more 
for doing the exact same work. 

In defence of those over 25, the 
50p an hour more they get is the 
typical Tory approach of 
attempting to placate us with 
scraps from their banquet table. 

Meanwhile they dodge taxes and 
continue their relentless attack on 


public services and ordinary 
people. 

I can’t afford to both get public 
transport to go home and visit my 
family and to pay my heating bill 
on time. While I debated which 
one to pay, Osborne swanned off 
in his Jaguar after giving his 
announcement. 

The Tories and their ilk have 
absolutely nothing in common 
with young, working class people. 

Their pathetic attempt to feign 
an interest in some of our futures 
is just more smoke and mirrors. 

These are politicians whose only 
concern is maintaining their own 
way of life and position of power. 

Krystle Millward 
London 


Refugees fleeing war are shot in Calais 


quite some time. 
Crabb can whinge about 
a bit of paint on his wall 


background and firing 
tear gas at women and 
children. 


Tear gas in the Calais “jungle” 


liver. He wasn’t rioting— 
he was in the wrong place 
at the wrong time. 

Those refugees who are 
seeking asylum in France 
are moved to smaller 
camps. 

The authorities said 
they would be integrated, 
for example getting 
French lessons, but they 
are only fed. 

I’ve seen very little of 
the truth in the British or 


and call it damage—but 
taking money from disabled 
people’s livelihoods is 
apparently ok. 
Juliet Richardson 
Swansea 


Syria. 


I have a man in my 
class who witnessed his 
family being murdered in 


He was seriously 
injured by a tear gas 


canister in Calais. 

And an Afghan man 
was shot at point blank 
range with a CRS rubber 
bullet. 

It went straight into his 


French media. 

Where can I go to make 
the world know what our 
governments are doing? 

Stephen Hill 
Calais, France 
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Turn Brexit 
into ‘Scexit’ 


TO KEEP Britain in the 
European Union (EU), 
David Cameron will need 
support from Scotland, 
which is thought to be 
pro-EU. 
SNP leaders Nicola 
Sturgeon has promised 
a new referendum on 
independence if Britain 
leaves the EU. 
Supporters of Scottish 
independence should 
tactically vote Leave. 
Many who voted No 
last time may vote Yes to 
in a new independence 
referendum to stay in 
the EU. 
Sylvio Le Blanc 
Montreal, Canada 


Who profits 
from selloffs? 


IAIN DUNCAN Smith, 
George Osborne and 
many other MPs have 
shares in private health 
firms that will skyrocket 
if the NHS is privatised. 
This is an indefensible 
conflict of interest. 
Ang Wentworth 
on Facebook 


Is Cameron 
really guilty? 


I’M NOT Cameron’s 

greatest fan. But he 

didn’t do anything wrong. 
Susan Bruce 
on Facebook 


@DAVID CAMERON is 
treating this country like 
a dead pig’s face. 
Angela Clemson 
on Twitter 


Shove your 
EU booklet 


WHEN DAVID Cameron’s 
£9 million pro-EU 
propaganda booklet 
lands on our doorsteps, 
it should be sent with a 
letter of complaint to the 
returning officer. 

I'll vote to stay in the 
EU, but it is not worth 
socialists falling out over 
when the ruling class is 
in such disarray. 

Hugh Parsons 
Swansea 


Solidarity over 
Hillsborough 


| APPLAUD the 
tenacity and bravery 
of Hillsborough 
campaigners. 
| thank them for the 
light they shed on media 
lies and police cover ups. 
The 96 loved ones and 
the families of the 96 will 
never walk alone. 
Den Carter 
on Facebook 
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Socialist Worker 


Since last October Israeli forces have killed more than 200 Palestinians in the occupied 
West Bank and East Jerusalem. Socialist Worker cartoonist Tim Sanders visited the 
occupied territories earlier this month to document life there. These are his drawings 


DRAWING ON 
RESIS IANC 


OCIALIST Worker car- 
toonist Tim Sanders 
has recently returned 
from a trip to East 
Jerusalem and the 
West Bank. 

His trip was during a period 
of increased repression of 
Palestinians by the Israelis—more 
than 200 Palestinians have been 
killed since October last year. 
During Tim’s visit an Israeli soldier 
shot a Palestinian man in the head 
as he lay on the ground. 

Footage of the incident posted 
on the internet provoked interna- 
tional outcry. 


ee 


hi ie 
L ee 


CSOLDIERS 
AND KIDS 


ISRAELI soldiers arrested 
a 16 year old boy while 
we were there. 

It was in a restricted area in 
the middle of East Jerusalem, 
and he was just in the wrong 
place at the wrong time. 

He was a little boy really. 
They said he was 16 but 
he looked a lot younger. 

The Israeli forces were 
armed to the teeth. They’ve got 
weapons all over the place— 
automatic weapons, tear gas, 
and things for bashing your 
head in. They’ve got everything 
really. The Palestinians just 
have stones in general. 


Tim visited as part of a delega- 
tion from east London’s Tower 
Hamlets Palestine Solidarity 
Campaign. They had joined a 
“Freedom Bus” organised by the 
Jenin Freedom Theatre. 

Tim explained, “The thea- 
tre does an annual tour going to 
various sites, cities and places in 
Palestine.” 

As part of Tim’s visit he worked 
with other artists to paint murals 
at Palestinian community centres 
and schools. He explained, “I 
did one on the wall of 
a community centre in 
a village in the Jordan 
valley, which was built out of wood 
and mud in just one day. 

“They had to do it like that 
because if the Israelis see a 
half-built building, they’ll just 
come and knock it down. 

“The village’s symbol is a thistle 
because it grows in very harsh con- 
ditions—and keeps growing under 
all sorts of attacks. 

He added, “It was a bit of a riot. 
The kids don’t have much to do, 
and they’ve certainly got nothing 
much to look forward to. 

“Palestinians really want 
people to visit. It’s quite a prac- 
tical form of solidarity.” 

But Tim also made it his task to 
document life under occupation— 
showing the reality of everyday life 
and the brutality of occupation. 
Tower Hamlets PSC plan an 
exhbition of Tim’s work. Go to 
bit.ly/IXEKKVr 


CDEFYING THE SETTLERS 


THIS MAN or one of his sons 
has to sit outside their house 
every day to make sure it 
is not seized by settlers. 

If they leave their house for 
a couple of days, the law deems 
that they’ve abandoned the 


ON THE last day I drew a door | 


with a key hole. The key is a 
symbol that all Palestinians 
will immediately recognise. 
It represents return to 
their homes, which they were 
expelled from when Israel 
was set up in 1948. I didn’t 
actually include the key. I 
wanted to suggest it by having 
the lock. So the key is implicit. 


house and it can be “reclaimed”, 
so these settlers move in. 

Half of his house is already 
occupied by settlers. It was 
taken when the rest of the 
family went to a wedding 
outside of Jerusalem. 


- CEVERYDAY 
> LIFE AMID 
BRUTALITY 


SOME OF what I painted 
was just everyday stuff, like 
people working or hanging 
around, mothers and children, 
or people shopping. 
At moments the 
occupation is really brutal— 
you can really see it. 
At other times it’s almost 
like it’s not there. 
Daily life there can 
be interrupted at any 
time by the Israelis at a 
checkpoint, or coming and 
knocking things down. 
You come across some | 
really sad stories. | 
Like children who | | 
always take their favourite 
toy to school, because 
they might come home 
and not have a house. 


CHEBRON 


WE GOT into a settlement 
in Hebron. Unusually 

it’s a settlement in the 
middle of the city. 

In the inner city settlements 
such as in Hebron or East 
Jerusalem, the Israelis will 
occupy the upper stories of 
buildings which look down on 
markets. They’ve had to put 
netting above all these streets 
because the settlers throw things 
at the people in the street below. 
They throw stones at children. 
It’s really naked racism. 

The contrast with how 
welcoming the Palestinians are 
was striking. In the settlement 
you’re just looked at with utter 
suspicion. There was a lot of 
hostility. They don’t like it at all. 
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR 


These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 


INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 

Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and democratically plans how they 
are used. 


REVOLUTION NOT REFORM 
The present system cannot be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say. 

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society. 


THERE IS NO 

PARLIAMENTARY ROAD 

The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers. 

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
aworkers’ militia. 

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system. 


INTERNATIONALISM 

The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries. 

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements. 

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country. 

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
asimilar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference. 


THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY 
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 
Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class. 
We have to prove in practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own interests. 
We have to build arank and file 
movement within the unions. 


To join us, turn to page 16 or go to 
Wwww.swp.org.uk 

or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information 


WHAT’S ON 


{ SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS 


HUDDERSFIELD 

Racism, resistance 

and revolution 

Wed 15 Jun, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House, 

2 New North Parade (near 
both train and bus stations), 
HD15JP 

MEDWAY 

Racism, resistance 

and revolution 

Thu 2 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Nucleus Arts Centre 
(Conference Room), 

272 High St, ME4 4BP 
NOTTINGHAM 

Racism, resistance 

and revolution 

Wed 18 May, 7.30pm, 
International Community 
Centre, 61b Mansfield Rd, 
NG13FN 

PORTSMOUTH 

Racism, resistance 

and revolution 

Wed 25 May, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown Central, 
Rivers St, PO5 4EY 
ROTHERHAM 

Racism, resistance 

and revolution 

Wed 15 Jun, 7pm, 

Talbot Lane Methodist 
Church Centre, 

Moorgate St, S60 2EY 
YORK 

Capitalism in crisis— 
was Marx right? 

Thu 2 Jun, 7pm, 

Priory Street Community 
Centre, 15 Priory St, YO1 6ET 


{ SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS 
Weekly meetings to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions. All welcome. 


ABERDEEN 

Are we heading for another 
economic slump? 

Thu 28 Apr, 6pm, 

The Snug, Ma Cameron’s, 
6-8 Little Belmont St, 
AB101JG 

BARNSLEY 

Is Bernie Sanders the 
US’s Jeremy Corbyn? 

Thu 28 Apr, 6.30pm, 
YMCA, Blucher St,S70 LAP 
BIRMINGHAM: CITY CENTRE 
Where does inequality 
come from? 

Wed 4 May, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre, 
38/40 Holloway Circus, 
B11EQ 

BOLTON 

Marxism and anarchism 
Thu 28 Apr, 6.30pm, 

Bolton Socialist Club, 

16 Wood St (off 
Bradshawgate), BL1 1DY 
BRADFORD 

Immigration and wages— 
busting the racist myth 
Thu 28 Apr, 7pm, 

Glyde House, 

Little Horton Lane (opposite 
the ice rink), BD5 OBQ 
BRIGHTON 

The Panama Papers—why do 
corrupt elites rule the world? 
Wed 27 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 
Ship St, BN1 1AF 

BRISTOL 

How can workers win? 
Wed 27 Apr, 7.30pm, 

YHA, 14 Narrow Quay, 
BS14QA 

BURNLEY 

Bad medicine —how 

the pursuit of profit 
wrecks our healthcare 
Wed 27 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Red Triangle Cafe, 

160 St James’s St, 
BB111NR 

CAMBRIDGE 

Is Bernie Sanders the 
US’s Jeremy Corbyn? 

Thu 28 Apr, 7.30pm, 

CB2 Cafe, 5/7 Norfolk St, 
CB12LD 


Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7840 5600 


SOCIALIST WORKER PUBLIC RALLIES 


OF Te)ieel iaamanleyelasmecleasmmelllaareles 
change, poverty and war 


Is socialism 
possible? 


BIRMINGHAM & 
WEST MIDLANDS 


Thu 26 May, 6.30pm, 
The Priory Rooms, 
40 Bull St, B4 6AF 


LEEDS & WEST 
YORKSHIRE 

Sat 21 May, 3pm; 
SIelaulieas 

Education Centre, 

2-7 Woodhouse Square, 
LS3 LAD 


LONDON: NORTH 

& NORTHEAST 

Thu 9 Jun, 7pm, 

Kurdish Community Centre, 
11 Portland Gardens, 
Haringey, N4 1HU 


GREATER MANCHESTER 
& NORTH WEST 

Wed 25 May, 6.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 
Mount St, 

M25NS 


CARDIFF 

Whoare Ukip and how 
can we stop them? 

Wed 27 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre, 
Cathays Terrace, 
CF244HX 

CHESTERFIELD 

Melted down for profit— 
what do socialists say 
about the future of steel? 
Thu 28 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library, 

New Beetwell St, 

S40 1QN 

COLCHESTER 

Why the Tories want to 
academise our schools— 
and how to stop them 
Wed 27 Apr, 7.30pm, 

The Odd One Out, 

28 Mersea Rd, 

C02 7ET 

COVENTRY 

How much can Corbyn 
change the Labour Party? 
Wed 27 Apr, 7.30pm, 

West Indian Centre, 

159 Spon St,CV13BB 
DERBY 

TTIP corporations 

and democracy 

Thu 28 Apr, 7pm, 

West End Community Centre, 
Mackworth Rd (next 

to Britannia Mill), 

DE22 3BL 

DONCASTER 

Marxist economic theory 
Wed 27 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Women’s Centre, 

21 Cleveland St, 

DN13EH 

DUDLEY 

How should socialists vote? 
Wed 4 May, 8pm, 

The What Centre, 

23 Coventry St, 

DY81EP 

DUNDEE 

The EU —aleft case for exit 
Wed 27 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary Action, 
10 Constitution Rd, 
DD11LL 


SHEFFIELD & 

SOUTH YORKSHIRE 

Thu 19 May, 6pm, 

Central United Reform Church, 
60 Norfolk St, S1 2JB 


EDINBURGH 

Are we heading for another 
economic slump? 

Wed 27 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Friends Meeting House, 

7 Victoria St, 

EH1 2JL 

ESSEX 

Why are the Tories divided? 
Thu 5 May, 7.30pm, 

Friends Meeting House, 
Rainsford Rd, CM12QL 
EXETER 

James Connolly and the 
1916 Easter Rising 

Thu 28 Apr, 7pm, 

Exeter Community Centre, 
17 St Davids Hill, 

EX43RG 

GLASGOW:SOUTH 

Why read William 
Shakespeare? 

Thu 28 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Govanhill Baths, 

99 Calder St,G42 7RA 
HUDDERSFIELD 

Why are the Tories divided? 
Wed 27 Apr, 6.30pm, 

Brian Jackson House, 

2 New North Parade (near 
both train and bus stations), 
HD15JP 

IPSWICH 

The EU —a left case for exit 
Thu 5 May, 7.15pm, 

Labour Club, 

33-35 Silent St, 

IPL1TF 

LEEDS: CITY CENTRE 

Can Donald Trump win 

the US election? 

Thu 28 Apr, 7pm, 

The Swarthmore 

Education Centre, 

2-7 Woodhouse Square, 
LS31AD 

LONDON: BRENT AND HARROW 
The Panama Papers—why do 
corrupt elites rule the world? 
Thu 28 Apr, 7.30pm, 

The Pepperpot Centre, 
laThorpe Close, 

Ladbroke Grove (very 

close to the station), 
W105XL 


LONDON: BRIXTON 

The united front—how 
socialists organise 

Wed 27 Apr, 7pm, 

Vida Walsh Centre, 

2b Saltoun Rd 

(near Effra Rd, facing 
Windrush Square), 

SW2 1EP 

LONDON: CAMDENAND 
WESTMINSTER 

Bad medicine—how 
the pursuit of profit 
wrecks our healthcare 
Thu 28 Apr, 7pm, 
Chadwick Building - G07, 
University College London, 
Gower St, WC1E 6BT 
LONDON:EALING 
Marxism and women’s 
liberation 

Thu 28 Apr, 7.30pm, 
West London Trade Union Club, 
33-35 Acton High St, 
W3 6ND 

LONDON: HACKNEY 
Trotsky and the united front 
Thu 28 Apr, 7.30pm, 

The Round Chapel, 

2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd), 
E50PU 

LONDON: HARINGEY 

The revolutionary 
party — what can we 
learn from Lenin? 

Wed 27 Apr, 7.30pm, 

St John Vianney Church Hall, 
386 West Green Rd 
(corner Vincent Rd), 

N15 3QH 
LONDON:ISLINGTON 
What are the roots of 
capitalist crisis? 

Thu 28 Apr, 7pm, 

The Old Fire Station, 

84 Mayton St, 

N7 6QT 

LONDON: KINGSTON 
What would a socialist 
society look like? 

Thu 28 Apr, 7pm, 
Kingston Quaker Centre, 
Fairfield East, 

KT12PT 


LONDON:LEWISHAM 

Are we headed for another 
economic slump? 

Wed 27 Apr, 7.30pm, 

West Greenwich Community 
and Arts Centre, 

141 Greenwich High Rd 
(near Greenwich main 

line and DLR station), 
SE10 8JA 

LONDON: NEWHAM 
Marxism and terrorism 
Wed 27 Apr, 7pm, 

Stratford Advice Arcade, 
107-109 The Grove (next 
to Morrisons car park), 
E151HP 

LONDON: SOUTHWARK 

Why don’t the trade 
unions unite and fight? 
Thu 28 Apr, 7pm, 
Camberwell Leisure 

Centre (Room 2), 
Artichoke Place (off 
Camberwell Church St), 
SE58TS 

LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS 
The struggle for freedom 
in Palestine—an 
eyewitness account 

Wed 27 Apr, 7pm, 

Oxford House, 

Derbyshire St (opposite 
Bethnal Green Rd Tesco), 
E26HG 

LONDON:WALTHAM FOREST 
Mary’s theory of alienation 
Wed 27 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Quaker Meeting House, 

la Jewel Rd (off Hoe St), 
E17 4QU 

MANCHESTER: CHORLTON 
James Connolly and the 
1916 Easter Rising 

Wed 27 Apr, 7pm, 

Chorlton Central Church 
(Meeting Room), 

Barlow Moor Rd, 

M21 8BF 
MANCHESTER: CITY CENTRE 
Ireland’s election—a 
political revolution? 

Thu 28 Apr, 7pm, 

Friends Meeting House, 

6 Mount St, M25NS 
MEDWAY 

The Panama Papers—why do 
corrupt elites rule the world? 
Thu 5 May, 7.30pm, 
Nucleus Arts Centre 
(Conference Room), 

272 High St, ME4 4BP 
NEWCASTLE 

Black Power—the politics 
of the Black Panthers 

Thu 28 Apr, 7pm, 
Broadacre House, 

Market St, NE1 6HQ 
NORWICH 

What do we mean by 

the united front? 

Thu 28 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre, 

Johnson Place, NR22SA 
NOTTINGHAM 

The Panama Papers— 
how capitalism hides 

its filthy hoard 

Wed 27 Apr, 7.30pm, 
International 

Community Centre, 

61b Mansfield Rd, NG1 3FN 
PLYMOUTH 

Will there be another 
economic slump? 

Thu 28 Apr, 7pm, 

Quaker House, 

74 Mutley Plain, PL4 6LF 
POOLE 

Nationalisation 

and socialism 

Mon 16 May, 7.30pm, 
Globe Cafe, 

88 High St, BH151DB 
PORTSMOUTH 

Fortress Europe—refugees, 
racism and the state 

Wed 4 May, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown Central, 
Rivers St, PO5 4EY 
ROTHERHAM 

Bernie Sanders—can there 
be ared in the White House? 
Wed 11 May, 7pm, 

Talbot Lane Methodist 
Church Centre, 

Moorgate St, 

S60 2EY 


SCARBOROUGH 

The EU —a left case for exit 
Wed 27 Apr, 7pm, 
Scarborough Central Library, 
The Reading Room, 

Vernon Rd, YO11 2NN 
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE 
Political scandals, the 
media and free speech 

Thu 28 Apr, 7pm, 

Central United 

Reformed Church, 

60 Norfolk St,S1 2JB 
SOUTHAMPTON 

The EU —a left case for exit 
Wed 27 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Central Baptist Church Hall, 
Devonshire Rd, SO15 2GY 
SWANSEA 

Can we get rid of racism? 
Thu 28 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre, 
St Albans Rd, SA2 OBP 
TELFORD 

The EU —a left case for exit 
Thu 28 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Carriages, The Parade, 
Wellington, TF1 1PY 
WAKEFIELD 

Is Bernie Sanders the 

US’s Jeremy Corbyn? 

Thu 28 Apr, 7pm, 

Lightwaves Centre, 

Lower York St, WF1 3LJ 
WOLVERHAMPTON 
ANDWALSALL 

Is the economy heading 

for a deeper crisis? 

Wed 4 May, 7.30pm, 

Wild Bytes Cafe, 

Darlington St, WV1 4HW 
YORK 

The US elections— Sanders 
and the fight to stop Trump 
Wed 27 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Sea Horse Hotel, 

4 Fawcett St, YO010 4AH 


{ OEM} 


BIRMINGHAM 
Unwelcome Tory Conference 
Sun 2 Oct, 12 noon 

More info at bit.ly/1TVEg5t 
BURNLEY 

May Day Festival 2016 
Mon 2 May, 12.30pm, 
Towneley Hall, Holmes St, 
BB113RQ 
CHESTERFIELD 

May Day Festival 2016 
Mon 2 May, 10.30am, 
Chesterfield Town Hall 
S40 1LP 

DORCHESTER 

Workers united 

against racism 

Sat 7 May, 1.30pm, 
Colliton Club, 

Colliton Park, DT1 1XJ. 
Organised by Dorset Socialists 
LONDON 

Trade Unionists 4 Calais 
Summit 

Sun 24 Apr, 11am, 
Student Central, 

Malet St, WC1E 7HY 
May Day 2016 

Sun 1 May, 12noon, 
Clerkenwell Green, EC1R ODP 
Going Backwards on 
Climate Change 

Sun 8 May, 12noon, 
Central London. 

Go to campaigncc.org 
MANCHESTER 

May Day Festival 2016 
Sat 30 Apr, 12.15pm, 
Mechanics Institute 

103 Princess St, M1 600 
NATIONAL 

Marxism Festival 2016 
Thu 30 Jun - Mon 4 Jul 
Central London. 
marxismfestival.org.uk 


REVIEWS & CULTURE ¥@ 


Much Ado About Nothing? 
Why read Shakespeare? 


William Shakespeare was more than the royal court’s bard. On the 400th 
anniversary of his death, Tomas Tengely-Evans looks at his real legacy 


SINCE WILLIAM Shakespeare’s 
death 400 years ago this month, 
all manner of reactionaries have 
claimed his plays as their own. 

The City of London Corporation, 
a body that significantly predates 
Shakespeare, is putting on a whole 
festival embarrassingly called 
“Shakespeare Woz Ere”. 

The plays put on at the Globe thea- 
tre were a form of popular entertain- 
ment, with plenty of sex and slapstick 
to please the audience. 

Nor is the language that old 
fashioned and inaccessible. 

It’s thanks to Shakespeare that 
we now have phrases such as “bated 
breath” and “dead as a doornail”. 

Shakespeare’s influence is real, 
but that’s not because literature, lan- 
guage or art are timeless fossils. 

Far from being a period of 
Elizabethan respectability, 
Shakespeare’s time was one of war, 
revolution and great social upheaval. 


Crisis 

Elizabeth, the last Tudor monarch, 
was facing crisis as the old order 
couldn’t adapt to the transition from 
feudalism to capitalism 

This influenced a generation 
of writers such as the brilliant 
Christopher “Kit” Marlow who was 
condemned for arguing that “religion 
was only to keep men in awe”. 

Both Marlow and this tumult had 
a big impact on Shakespeare. 

One of Shakespeare’s strengths 
was exploring different characters’ 
class positions. 

The Merchant of Venice is often 
taught as a battle between Jews and 
Christians. 

Venice was a hub of early capital- 
ism and the play describes the class 
tensions that are beginning. 

In the play, the up and coming 
Bassanio borrows money from his 
merchant friend Antonio in order 
to get under the sheets with the 
aristocratic Portia. 

While merchants’ wealth was rising 
at this time, the landed aristocracy 


War, revolution 
and great social 
upheavals of the 
time influenced a 
whole generation 
of playwrights 


still had the upper hand. 

So Antonio goes to the Jewish 
money lender Shylock to get the rest 
of the cash, but instead of demanding 
interest the potential debt is a “pound 
of flesh”. 


Elope 
Meanwhile, Shylock’s daughter and 
Bassanio’s Christian friend elope. 

Then after Antonio loses his 
money, a furious Shylock demands 
his pound, but has to give up because 
the deal didn’t include blood. 

Portia, posing as Antonio’s lawyer, 
reminds Shylock that he is an “alien” 
and can now be stripped of everything. 

This is where Shylock’s powerful 
speech comes from. 

“If you prick us, do we not bleed? 
If you tickle us, do we not laugh? If 
you poison us, do we not die? And if 


THE GLOBE theatre (above) 
was the setting for popular 
entertainment during 
Shakespeare’s day 


The Merchant of Venice takes 
place against the backdrop of 
the city’s growth as capitalism 
was beginning to take root (left) 


Shylock tries to take his ‘pound 
of flesh’ (below) 


you wrong us, shall we not revenge?” 
he asks. 

At that time the Church forbade 
lending money for interest, which 
was increasingly at odds with the 
new rising class. 

So the play is more than a fable. 

It tells the story of antisemitism 
and the struggle for class power 
during the rise of capitalism. 

When seen in this light, Shakespeare 
is anything but a Elizabethan court 
bard talking in outdated tongues. 


13 


Socialist Worker 20 April 2016 


OBITUARY 


ARNOLD WESKER 

1932-2016 

Playwright 

You can download some of his 
dramas from the itunes store 
itunes.apple.com 


ARNOLD WESKER, who died 
last week, was a cutting edge 
playwright. He displayed 

an autobiographical slice of 
working class British life that 
had previously been ignored. 

In Chicken Soup with 
Barley, he traced the 
disintegration of a Jewish 
family through the turbulent 
1930s and 1940s. It is about 
fighting fascist Oswald 
Mosley, communism and 
Jewish East End life. 

Wesker was born in 
Stepney, east London, in 
1932. His father Joseph 
and mother Leah, Jewish 
migrants from Hungary 
and Russia, were members 


Arnold Wesker 


of the Communist Party. 

He wrote, “I enjoyed all 

the gatherings—the May 
Day demos, being carried 
shoulder-high through Hyde 
Park, all the banners.” 

Twice he passed auditions 
for the Royal Academy of 
Dramatic Art, but failed 
to get a grant. Instead, he 
became a furniture maker's 
apprentice. 

The Kitchen and Chips 
with Everything reflected the 
decade he spent working as 
a plumber and hotel porter 
—“job to job to National 
Service to job to job”, as 
he put it. The world of work 
didn’t often appear on the 
stage. Wesker put it there. 

In Chips with Everything, 
a middle class rebel 
encourages revolt only to 
be drawn ever closer to his 
rightful class position. 

Wesker’s writing never 
made him rich and he lived 
on his overdraft. His plays 
were not made into films. 

But they then became 
regarded as period pieces, 
recalled more for their part 
in Britain’s postwar literary 
revival than for anything else. 

Railing against the cliche 
of 50s and 60s Angry Young 
Men’s kitchen sink drama, 
Wesker said he had been a 
happy young man but had 
grown into an angry old one. 

One character in Chicken 
Soup with Barley said, “You 
can't alter people. You can 
only give them some love 
and hope they’l! take it.” 
Simon Basketter 
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ORMER Equality 

and Human Rights 

Commission 

head turned 

arch-lslamophobe 

Trevor Phillips is out 
to tar Muslims in Britain as a 
self-segregated and reaction- 
ary minority. 

Phillips says a new survey by 
the ICM firm proves his long- 
held belief that Muslims in 
Britain are a “Nation within a 
nation”. His claims have been 
taken up across the media as 
proof that the Muslim minor- 
ity rejects the majority’s liberal 
ideas and refuses to integrate. 

But Phillips’ research is 
flawed and the conclusions he 
draws verge on the ridiculous. 

Muslims told Socialist Worker 
that his Channel 4 programme, 
What Muslims Really Think, is 
based on “lies” and only rein- 
forces how “marginalised” they 
feel. 

The clue to Phillips’ inten- 
tions lie in the word “REALLY” 
in the programme’s title. 

It will doubtless remind 
many people from ethnic minor- 
ity backgrounds of the way rac- 
ists ask, “But where are you 
REALLY from?” after we insist 
we are British. 

It’s designed to suggest that 
Muslims are hiding something. 

Ifhat from Hackney, north 
east London, told Socialist 
Worker, “It’s a horror that some- 
one in this position is using it 
to peddle Islamophobia. How 
could he have been the head of 
an equality and human rights 
unit? 

“It allows our right wing 
government to say, ‘This is not 
racist, we’ve got a black man 
saying it’.” 

Haras Ahmed from Waltham 
Forest, east London, added, 
“It’s a really shoddy piece of 
journalism and tries to paint 
everyone with a one size fits all 
brush. It’s doing what the politi- 
cians are doing.” 

Even ICM’s data doesn’t show 
a single set of beliefs to which 
all believers subscribe. Instead 
Muslims hold a variety of views, 
just like any other section of the 
population. 

And its methodology distorts 
the results. A poll of just over 
1,000 people was conducted in 
areas that are at least 20 per- 
cent Muslim. 

Half of Muslims live in areas 
that are more diverse than this 
but their experiences count 
for nothing here. Instead, we 
are offered a control group of 
“normal” British citizens that 
we can chart Muslims against. 

When asked about harassment 


Surveys show 
that Muslims 
are becoming 
less segregated 


over time 
as Ss 


Many Muslims live in mixed 
areas that the programme 
simply excludes (main). 
Phillips’ programme stands 
in a long line of dodgy 
Islamophobic spin on opinion 
surveys (above) 


of Muslims, some 22 percent of 
respondents said it was a prob- 
lem, 27 percent said it was not a 
very big problem, and 46 percent 
said it was no problem at all. 

Yet Muslims in areas where 
they are a much smaller minor- 
ity can experience far worse 
levels of Islamophobia—some- 
thing the study, by its nature, 
excludes. 

It was skewed towards areas 
of relative social poverty and 
people of particular ethnic 
backgrounds. Haras said, 
“The polling was taken in the 
most deprived areas and that’s 
reflected in the programme. 

“If you went to ‘white work- 
ing class’ areas, the consensus 
would also be that people are 
alienated and put out.” 


Variety 
Many previous studies also 
show that Muslims hold a vari- 
ety of views on key questions. 

A 2013 YouGov poll asked 
people what they thought of 
abortion law in Britain. 

Roughly a third of Muslims 
questioned thought that abor- 
tions should be banned. But 
13 percent—the highest per- 
centage of any religious group 
sampled—thought the time limit 
for abortions should be raised 
above the current 24 week limit. 

The idea of self-segrega- 
tion is convenient for those 
who want to blame Muslims 
for their relative isolation and 
deprivation—and for conserv- 
ative views helped on by that 
environment. 

But the 2012 Dynamics of 
Diversity survey showed that 
Muslims are becoming less 
segregated over time, 
and repeated polls report | 
a desire for inclusion. 

Haras said, “We’re 
well integrated in 
Waltham Forest and 
any divisions are 
caused by the 
media whipping 
things up.” 

Ifhat added, 
“Muslims who 
came to Britain 
have chosen to stay 
here, they do mix. 
Part of my family 
isn’t Muslim and the 


same is true of my MiHWsoig 


HISTORY & THEORY 


TWAT 


MY THICAL 
MUSLIMS 


The programme What Muslims Really Think peddled a toxic 
stereotype. It bears no relation to reality, argues Yuri Prasad 


EA RAG E friends. When my 

* children and their 

“jj friends go around 

You pekt’ each other’s houses, 
we're mixing.” 


Even ICM was 
forced to concede that 


L WLLL SPEAK 83 percent of Muslims 


are proud to be a 
British citizen, com- 


the control group. 

Some level of segre- 
gation can come about 
through discrimina- 
tion—or in response to the sort 
of racism that Phillips is whip- 
ping up. 

Haras said, “When Muslims 
from Pakistan or Bangladesh 
came, it was to areas with a 
labour shortage to work in the 
factories and mills. You’re stuck 
on a low wage and can’t afford 
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to move out. When you come, 
English isn’t your first language 
and it’s hard to get access to 
things. So you set up communi- 
ties that can support each other.” 


USLIMS FACE 
institutional 
racism when 
they try and 
participate in 
public bodies. 

Ifhat said, “I used to be a 
school governor, but they- 
pushed me out and tried to keep 
me out. You have white middle 
class parents who’ve come in 
and become parent governors. 
If Muslims do it, they say we’re 
taking over schools.” 

No attempt was made to 
compare the views of Muslims 
with those of non-Muslims in 
each area—or of other religious 
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groups in British society. 

This is particularly important 
when evaluating Muslim views 
on homosexuality, where there 
is an attempt to portray Islam as 
uniquely backward. 

Extensive surveys that show 
that all those who believe in 
god are more likely to hold 
conservative ideas on this ques- 
tion, with evangelical Christians 
being the most prejudiced. 

Writer and activist Nicola 
Field signed LGBT+ Against 
Islamophobia’s statement 
against the programme. “The 
idea that Muslims are more 
homophobic than other people 
is wrong,” she said. 

“T grew up in a white family, 
if there was any religion it was 
Christian. When I came out 
many of them were homopho- 
bic and some still are now.” 
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LGBT-+ rights are not “British 
values”—people had to fight 
Britain’s establishment to 
win them. Nicola said, “Until 
recently we didn’t have the 
same rights, whether that was 
adoption or same sex marriage. 

“In the 1980s gay people 
were being smeared as a threat 
to society and those smears 
had real consequences. Now 
Muslims are treated as outsid- 
ers in the same way.” 

Phillips chastises Muslims, 
saying that 21 percent never go 
to the house of a non-Muslim. 
But if any group is ethnically 
isolated, it is white people. Over 
half only have white friends. 

“British expats in Spain don’t 
speak the language,” said Haras. 
“They have their own pubs and 
housing and that’s not seen to 
be a problem.” 


PROFESSIONAL MOSQUE botherer Trevor Phillips 


By Phillips’ logic 
we're all terrorists 


HE “CHASM” 
that Phillips 
insists is opening 
up between 
Muslims and the rest 
of Britain is linked to 
scaremongering over 
terrorism. 

This led to headlines 
such as, “Two in 
three British Muslims 
would NOT give police 
terror tip-offs” in the 
Daily Express. 

Only 34 percent 
of Muslims said they 
would report someone 
to the police who was 
involved with people 
who support terrorism 
in Syria. 

But even fewer— 
just 30 percent—of the 
control group would do 
the same. 

This only shows that 
a great many people 
of all backgrounds are 
reluctant to hand over 
their friends to the 
cops. There are many 
good reasons to think 
that way. 

Asked about support 
for terrorism and Isis, 
Muslims were more 
likely to say they were 
sympathetic than the 
control group. 

But the actual 
numbers are so 
low that no serious 
statistician would 
want to draw hard 
conclusions from them. 

Some 7 percent 
of Muslims said 


they supported Isis’ 
principles aim of 
creating a caliphate, 
while 67 percent were 
opposed. 

But when asked 
about how Isis was 
going about this, 
support fell to an 
almost irrelevant 
3 percent. 

Meanwhile 1 percent 
of the control group 
support Isis’s methods. 

Phillips’ skewed 
reading of his own 
skewed data leads 
him to demand that 
“muscular liberalism” 
be enforced on Muslims 
who are said to have 
deliberately segregated 
themselves. 

Phillips echoes the 
theory behind the 
Prevent strategy that 
sees terrorism as a 
product of “extremist” 
ideas. 

Haras said, “This 
‘conveyor belt theory’ 
is not backed up by 
studies or evidence.” 

Phillips dismisses 
the possibility that 
imperialist wars in 
the Middle East have 
any influence on the 
minority that travel to 
Syria. 

Under this narrative 
any Muslim who 
questions or stands 
up against foreign 
or domestic policy 
is singled out asa 
potential extremist. 


READ MORE 


@Say It Loud: Marxism 
and the Fight Against 
Racism 

contributors include 
Yuri Prasad 

£9.99 


Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 


Phone 020 7637 1848 or 


go to bookmarks 
bookshop.co.uk 


EYEWITNESS 
REFUGEES 


Accept that migration is 
the way of the world’ 


Guardian journalist 
Patrick Kingsley 
spoke to Socialist 
Worker about his new 
book on the reality of 
migration in Europe 


JOURNALIST Patrick Kingsley 
is at the border between 
Turkey and Syria. 

“Tt used to be very easy for 
Syrians to get across,” he told 
Socialist Worker. 

“But now the Turkish 
border guards are getting 
a lot more militant about 
shooting people, and they 
are building a wall. This 
is a result of the European 
Union (EU) outsourcing its 
migration policy. 

“There are consequences 
to deciding Turkey is a ‘safe’ 
place, and one of them is 
Syrians getting shot trying to 
get out of Syria.” 

Patrick is researching 
how Syrian refugee children 
are being pushed into child 
labour. As the Guardian 
newspaper’s migration 
correspondent, he has spent 
a year travelling between the 
flash points of the refugee 
crisis. This is the basis for his 
book, The New Odyssey, filled 
with interviews and firsthand 
observations. 

“T wanted to show that this 
isn’t just about statistics,” he 
explained. “There are human 
beings involved and they have 
lives like any of us. 

“T also think the European 
policy, from the EU and from 
states, is really misguided. 


Channelled 


“I wanted to get people to 
realise that humans move, 
and they will continue to 
move. Movement can’t be 
stopped—but hopefully 

it can be channelled into 
something good.” 

The book follows one 
refugee, Hashem al-Souki, 
throughout his journey from 
Syria to Sweden. 

It describes horrific 
situations, from shipwrecks in 
the Mediterranean to families 
being broken up by police at 
the Croatian border. 

Other migrants share 
their nightmarish stories of 
crossing the “second sea” that 
is the Sahara desert. 


BACK STORY 


European governments are 
clamping down on refugees 


@Greece’s government has 
begun deporting refugees 
to Turkey 


@The move is part of 

a European Union deal 
backed by David Cameron 
@But refugees and their 
supporters are resisting the 
racist clampdown 

@Border closures trap those 
who aren't deported 

®Many refugees have been 
forced to flee war in Syria 


Patrick said, “One week 
I crossed seven borders and 
1,300 people drowned trying 
to cross just one. It brought 
home the absurdity of this 
border regime we've created. 

“Those who have the right 
passport and finances can 
cross borders. Others, because 
of where they are born, 
cannot.” 

Patrick interviews people 
who smuggle refugees across 
borders—from activists to 
gangsters. 

He explained, “Politicians 


I crossed seven 
borders and 
1,300 people 
drowned trying 


to cross one’ 
a i 


REFUGEES DON’T want to go t 


(0) Turkey 


always describe smugglers 
as if they are evil incarnate. 
In reality they’re just shifty 
businessmen responding to a 
demand. 

“The more barriers are put 
up the more there is a need 
for smugglers to help people 
get around them. 

“So smugglers are just a 
symptom of policies from 
national governments. 


Callous 

“Not to excuse the callous 
practices some of them 
employ, but they often fall 
into the business through 
lack of other opportunities. 

“There are places where 
this is one of the only real 
sources of income.” 

The book covers 2015, 
and ends on a hopeful note 
as many countries appeared 
to be adapting to accept the 
reality of refugees’ movement. 

Now, Patrick says, “Those 
small green shoots of hope 
have been stamped out. 

“The route through the 
Balkans has been closed. 
But the history of migration 
shows that when one route 
closes another opens. 

“You can expect to see 
a resurgence of the route 
between Libya and Italy. In 
winter 2014-5 cargo boats 
full of people were pointed 
towards Italy. 

“Smugglers on Facebook 
are already starting to 
advertise that route again. 

“The only solution is to 
accept migration as the way 
of the world”. 

The New Odyssey—the 
story of Europe's refugee 
crisis by Patrick Kingsley. 
Published by Faber, £14.99 
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by NICK CLARK 


CAMPAIGNERS FROM the 
Fast Food Rights campaign 
and the Bfawu union took 
action across Britain last 
Thursday. They targeted 
McDonald’s in solidarity 
with striking McDonald’s 
workers in the US. 

Protests took place 
in Wakefield in west 
Yorkshire, Cambridge, 
Glasgow and elsewhere. 

The action was part of a 
growing campaign for 
union rights, a £10 an hour 
minimum wage and an end to 
zero hours contracts. 

In Glasgow fast food work- 
ers marched and occupied a 
KFC. 

They also staged a “picnic” 
outside a McDonald’s, where 
they ate “unhappy meals” of 
low pay and zero hours that 
made them sick. 

Lorna McKinnon, a fast 
food worker in Glasgow told 
Socialist Worker, “We got a 
really good response from 
KFC workers when we went 
in. 

“They all had big smiles 


PROTEST IN Glasgow - 


on their faces—they were 
enjoying us being there.” 

She added, “New members 
of our Bfawu fast food work- 
ers branch who had never 
been involved in the cam- 
paign were playing a leading 
role.” 

Bfawu organiser Gareth 
helped organise the Wake- 
field protest. 

He said, “The big event in 
Glasgow really looked like 


Picture: Duncan BROWN 


one of the US cities, where 
fast food workers have been 
fighting for $15 an hour. 
“But we also went for a big 
push in Wakefield to try and 
make new connections there. 
“We spent a long time talk- 
ing to workers there before- 
hand, and we got a lot of sup- 
port from them.” 
Meanwhile fast food 
workers in the US struck 
to demand a $15 an hour 


m 
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A striker in the US 


minimum wage. The strike 
came after minimum wage 
increases in several states. 

In Boston, Massachusetts, 
protesters blocked tramlines 
and Commonwealth Avenue, 
one of the city’s main roads, 
and tramlines. 

Strikers in Bir- 
mingham, Alabama, 
chanted, “We are the 
workers, the mighty 
mighty workers.” 

McDonald’s worker 
Bush 


Paulding said, “What 
brought us out here today, 
people like McDonald’s are 
trendsetters for low wages 
that are causing people to 
struggle in society.” 

Another worker, Brandon 
Brown, added, “We're trying 
to raise up the minimum 
wage—all this working and 
people ain’t getting what they 
supposed to get. 

“You work hard, you’re 
supposed to get something 
in return. We don’t get noth- 
ing in return and that’s why 
we up here fighting.” 

. The pro- 


were fol- 

lowed 
by news on 
Friday of last week that 
McDonald’s will allow work- 
ers to move from zero hours 
to fixed term contracts. 

Paul Pomroy, the boss of 
McDonald’s in Britain, has 
previously defended the use 
of the contracts. 

But now he has said that 
the move away from them 
has come as a result of “feed- 
back” from workers. 
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What is education for? How 


the market fails our children 


Schools are increasingly focused on exams and targets. Adam Unwin, co-author of a new 
book on education, told Sadie popes competition lets children and aoe down 


THE TORY plan to force 

England’s schools to become 
academies is part of a drive to 
stamp out critical thinking, entrench 
inequality and weaken unions. 

That’s according to Adam Unwin, 
co-author of a new book, Rethinking 
Education. The book looks at how 
neoliberalism has transformed edu- 
cation systems across the world—and 
the nasty ideas about class and educa- 
tion that underpin it. 

“What has happened in educa- 
tion is part of a wider neoliberal 
reconfiguration,” the authors argue. 
This has seen a “shrinking of the state 
and an expanding role for business” in 
public services. 

Adam told Socialist Worker, 
“Forced academies are sold as being 
about parent power. That’s a load of 
rubbish. It is about getting account- 
ability and democracy away from 
education.” 

The attacks open up the spectre of 
for-profit schools in the future. 

“Government policy is about the 
marketisation of education,” said 
Adam. “If you start measuring things, 
you can compare them. You can make 
them into a product and attach a price 
to them.” 

The authors note that “there never 
was a truly comprehensive, truly 
inclusive system.” But they explain 
how competition has meant that 
schools have become obsessed with 
testing, results and league tables. 

Education is treated as a transmis- 
sion belt—from teachers who hold all 
the knowledge to students who must 
simply memorise it. 

The book argues that this “incul- 
cates a way of behaving outside 
school where one accepts the status 
quo, takes for granted the explana- 
tions by the powerful that this is the 


MARKETISATION OF education has meant schools have become obsessed with tests 


way things should be”. 

Adam said, “The idea is that chunks 
of knowledge can be transferred 
and a person can repeat them back. 
We wouldn’t say that’s meaningful 
learning.” 

Adam added that there is now 
a false but “sharp divide” between 
academic and vocational learning. 
“Academic learning is seen as show- 
ing success while vocational learning 
is undervalued,” he said. This is linked 
to the idea that children have “innate” 
abilities and intelligence. Children 


become categorised as more or less 
“bright”. Different children are told 
they are “naturally” suited to differ- 
ent kinds of work or lifestyle. 

This divide means that “social ine- 
qualities are reproduced”. And what’s 
more, the system that reproduces 
them seems “entirely rational”. 

Adam pointed to the long history 
of unions resisting damaging changes 
in education. 

But the forced academy plan 
would mean teachers have individ- 
ual employers who would be free to 


decide pay, terms and conditions. This 
would threaten the ability of unions to 
fight on a national level. 

The book argues that this is not an 
“unintended consequence”. “Teachers 
are one of the most highly unionised 
workforces in Britain,” said Adam. 
“This is a way of breaking that.” 


Rethinking Education—whose knowl- 
edge is it anyway? By Adam Unwin 
and John Yandell, £7.99. Available from 
Bookmarks, the socialist bookshop. 

Go to bookmarksbookshop.co.uk or 
phone 020 7637 1848 


Another school is possible—what is the alternative? 


@ THERE are “powerful, 

= wealthy and well- 
organised” forces pushing 
neoliberalism in 


education, the book warns. 


But they don’t always get 
their way. 

Alternative approaches 
“are being explored 
every day in classrooms 
somewhere near you”. 

In Reggio Emilia in 
northern Italy a more 
progressive model of 
education has been 
operating for the 
past 50 years. This is 
“child centred” and 
treats children as the 
“co-constructors of 


knowledge”. 

In Brazil the Landless 
Rural Workers’ Movement 
has “around 1,800 schools 
for 200,000 children”. 
Teachers are elected. 

Adam pointed out, 
“Canada and Finland don’t 
have narrow education 
systems like the one we 
have in England. And there 
is less private schooling in 
some countries.” 

The book describes 
emancipatory models of 
education in Argentina, 
Ecuador, South Africa and 
Mexico. There are limits to 
such projects. But as the 
book explains, they “show 


Aclassroom ina Reggio Emilia echool 


that other ways of doing 
school are possible not in 
some far-distant future but 
now”. And they are also 
“embedded in a different 
vision of society”. 

Adam said it is “difficult 
to get out of the cycle” 
of focusing on tests 
and league tables. “But 
teachers in their own 
classrooms can do a lot. 
There are still elements of 
autonomy. I don’t think we 
can give up.” 


On other pages... 


Teachers build for anti-acade- 
mies strike >>Page 7 


Pearson 
IS always 
earning 


)\ PEARSON IS the 
biggest education 
company in the world. 

It had an annual 
turnover of nearly 
£6 billion last year. 

Pearson has over 
40,000 workers in over 
80 countries. 

It produces software, 
online learning 
materials and textbooks. 

Its motto is “always 
learning”. 

Unwin and Yandell 
suggest that motto 
should be “always 
earning”. 


Hard-headed 


They note that Pearson 
decided to focus solely 
on education because of 
a “hard-headed business 
assessment of where 

the profits were to be 
made”. 

In 2011 Pearson 
appointed Sir Michael 
Barber as its chief 
education adviser. 

Barber had previously 
worked for former 
Labour prime minister 
Tony Blair. 

In that role he 
promoted an approach 
that assumed 
“entrepreneurial 
innovation” could 
“remedy the deficiencies 
and failures of the 
old, monolithic public 
services”. 

In 2012 Barber 
launched the Pearson 
Affordable Learning 
Fund. 

This for-profit fund 
helped develop private 
schools across Africa 
and Asia. 

The schools are 
“privatised, centrally 
controlled and 
outcomes-focused”. 

They are cost effective 
because “who needs a 
qualified teacher when 
you can have a tablet?” 
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IN BRIEF 


Posties deliver a 
walkout in Oxford 


POSTAL WORKERS at an 
Oxford delivery office staged 
a brief unofficial walkout on 
Thursday of last week. 

The members of the CWU 
union were reacting to the 
sending home of a worker by 
bosses. 


Lecturers in fresh 
ballot over pay 


UCU UNION members in 
higher education are balloting 
for action over pay. Union 
members have received a 

1 percent pay offer from 
bosses. 

The UCU said that higher 
education members have 
suffered a 14.5 percent cut in 
real terms pay since 2009. 

The ballot ends on 4 May. 


BBC workers fight 


expenses grab 


WORKERS AT the BBC could 
ballot for industrial action 
over bosses’ plans to slash 
expenses. 

The proposals include 
cutting evening meal 
allowances for those working 
long shifts. 

The NUJ and Bectu unions 
have both said they could 
ballot their members for 
action. The Unite union is 
also involved in the dispute. 


Conference calls 
for abortion rights 


UP TO 100 people attended 
an Abortion Rights public 
meeting in the House of 
Commons on Tuesday of last 
week. 

It called on health 
secretary Jeremy Hunt to 
ensure women could access 
their right to abortion without 
harassment. 

Speakers included Labour 
MP Cat Smith and Laura 
Bates from the Everyday 
Sexism project. Pam 
Lowe, who researches the 
backgrounds of anti-abortion 
groups, pointed out that 
some picketers get paid to 
harass women at clinics. 
Many speakers from the floor 
spoke in solidarity with the 
woman given a suspended jail 
sentence in Northern Ireland 
for taking tablets to bring on 
an abortion. 
@abortionrights.org.uk 


Protest in London 
for south Yemen 


SOME 300 people 
demonstrated outside the 
Kuwaiti Embassy in London 
on last Sunday demanding 
independence for south 
Yemen. They then marched 
o the Saudi Embassy for a 
urther protest. This was to 
mark a global day of action 
around the start of “peace 
alks” in Kuwait. 

Despite a near total 
global media blackout, the 
city of Aden witnessed the 
biggest protest so far seen 
demanding independence for 
south Yemen. 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT 


Clean up your act, 
janitors warn council 


us RAYMIE KIERNAN 


SCHOOL JANITORS were 
set to walk out for three 
days on Wednesday as they 
resume their fight over equal 
pay with bosses at Cordia, a 
Glasgow council-owned firm. 

The janitors are part of a 
fightback by workers against 
Labour-run Glasgow City 
Council’s attempts to drive 
down the terms and conditions 
of all workers providing 
council services. 

Janitors demand the same 
pay as other workers who 
also do dirty or physically 
demanding jobs. It can mean 
an extra £1,000 a year. 

Cordia bosses have refused 
to budge. But the janitors can 
take heart from the CCTV 
workers at another 
council-owned firm whose 
strikes won them a 24 percent 
pay rise last week. 

The CCTV workers’ 
escalation of their dispute with 
Community Safety Glasgow 
(CSG) bosses has got a result. 
After a series of “final offers”, 


BLACKLISTING 
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GLASGOW JANITORS on strike 


which workers rejected, a 
backdated pay deal will give 
them an extra £4,000 for 
January to October this year. 

Unite union members at the 
firm’s alarm receiving centre 
had voted for action and were 
set to join the CCTV workers 
on strike last weekend. But 
they are to get the same deal— 
without even coming out the 
door. 

Glasgow Unison union 
branch officer Jim Main said, 
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Bosses rie cn heat as 
workers win big payouts 


BLACKLISTING bosses 
have settled claims with 
another 180 workers. 

Activists said the latest 
payouts totalled “in the 
region of £15-20 million 
plus legal costs.” The full 
blacklist trial at the High 
Court is due to start on 
9 May. The first load of 
payouts to 71 workers was 
agreed in February at a cost 
of £5.6 million. 

Eight contractors— 
Balfour Beatty, Carillion, 
Costain, Kier, Laing 
O’Rourke, Sir Robert 
McAlpine, Skanska UK and 
Vinci PLC—have set up a 
compensation scheme to 


try and settle with victims 
out of court. 

The Blacklist Support 
Group said there are 
154 live claims plus 82 
recently issued new ones. 

A trade unionist who 
was mown down by a driver 
while demonstrating has 
been awarded £80,000 
compensation. Blacklisted 
electrician George Tapp 
was hit while handing out 
leaflets targeting blacklister 
BAM on 15 May 2013. 

Tapp was in hospital for 
eight weeks, had surgery on 
his knees and hasn’t been 
able to work since. 

Simon Basketter 


Picture: Duncan Brown 


“It has only been in the last 
year that workers have felt 
confident to join the union, 
get organised and take action. 
Anger at the refusal to have 
the pay review fuelled this. 
“We now have 100 percent 
union membership.” 
A consultative ballot 
for action of 4,000 Unison 
members ends this week 
and could signal the start of 
a much bigger council-wide 
fightback. 
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Museum workers in Wales 
could step up their strike 


by NICK CLARK 


MUSEUM WORKERS in 
Wales could escalate their 
action against bosses’ plans 
to slash weekend pay. 

The PCS union members 
have been fighting 
for two years to stop 
National Museum of Wales 
bosses slashing weekend 
premium pay rates. 

They were set to meet 
on Wednesday to vote on 
escalation. Options include 
staging a one-week or two- 
week strike, or all out action. 

The workers are 
currently carrying out a 
series of rolling strikes 
across Wales on every 
weekend this month. 

Last Saturday and Sunday 
saw strikes at the Big Pit 
National Coal Museum, the 
National Wool Museum and 
the National Slate Museum. 

Workers were set to 
strike again this weekend 
at the National Museum 
Cardiff and the Swansea 
Waterfront Museum. 

This round of action 
will culminate with an 
all-day strike at all sites 
on Saturday 30 April. 

Meanwhile PCS 
members at the National 


Museum of Scotland have 
brought their dispute 
with bosses to an end. 

The dispute began 
three years ago when 
bosses scrapped weekend 
premiums for new starters. 

The workers voted 
overwhelmingly to accept 
a deal which includes wage 
rises of between £221 and 
£1,634 and compensation 
payments of between 
£600 and £15,000. 

Overtime rates and shift 
allowances will also increase, 
and new permanent jobs 
are expected soon, which 
will be offered to existing 
temporary workers first. 
Thanks to Steve West 
@Support the National 
Museums Wales strikers: 

Donate to the strike 
fund at bit.ly/20PXhao 
or you donate to Unity 
Trust Bank, account 
Name: PCS Amgueddfa 
Cymru 107006 Branch, 
account Number: 2033182, 
sort code: 08-60-01 

Send a message of 
support to PCS branch 
chair Neil Harrison at 
tubz1917@live.com or branch 
secretary Peter Hill at 
dennishill20@hotmail.com 

Sign the petition for fair 
pay at bit.ly/1W2tavK 


FOOD WORKERS 


Pasties binned over half-baked wages 


THREE WORKERS in a 
Lincoln high street bakery 
shut down their store and 
threw away all the pasties in 
it to demand thousands of 
pounds of unpaid wages. 

They closed their branch 
of Cooplands bakers at 
the Carlton retail park on 
Thursday of last week. 

Kerry Newton, Katie 
Shipman and Dominika 
Marek claim they are owed 
£3,000 between them. 

It comes after Cooplands 
went into administration in 
February last year. 

Bosses sacked more than 
300 workers and closed 
almost half of Cooplands’ 

80 stores. The Lincoln 
workers’ jobs were spared 
after administrator Deloitte 
announced Cooplands would 
continue trading. 

But they claim they have 
not been paid in full on time. 


The Lincelts Three 


Katie said she is owed 
around £1,400, and is three 
months behind on her 
mortgage repayments. 

She said, “We were each 
offered £100 from the till not 
to walk out today but we’ve 
had enough and we won’t be 
back until we’re paid 
in full. 

“We pulled down the 
shutter and put the food in 
the bin.” 

Kerry said, “They said that 
as the business grew, we 


would get paid, but we are 
getting less money.” 

Dominika added, “It’s 
horrendous. I can’t pay 
my bills and I’m having to 
borrow money off people to 
pay my debts.” 

A memo sent to workers 
by Cooplands bosses said, 
“Things are getting better”, 
before adding, “We do not 
spend our mornings flushing 
ten and twenty pound notes 
down the toilet. 

“Nor do we spend our 
lunchtimes eating fried 
lobster drizzled with 
melted pound coins or 
our afternoons quaffing 
champagne and snorting 
Oats So Simple through 
rolled up fifty pound notes 
on the deck of a company 
yacht moored on the river at 
the back of the old bakery. 

“The chance would be a 
fine thing.” 


STUC CONFERENCE 


THE SCOTTISH TUC Congress 
met in Dundee this week, less 
than three weeks ahead of the 
Scottish Parliament elections. 
Delegates were furious 
at the Scottish National 
Party (SNP) slashing council 
budgets, but there was anger 
against all parties making cuts. 
Despite policy for a 
“coordinated fightback against 
cuts”, little concrete action 


was decided. 

Scottish Labour leader 
Kezia Dugdale’s promise to 
“take anti-austerity politics 
into parliament” was well 
received. SNP leader Nicola 
Sturgeon spoke the next day. 

In terms of pledges there 
was not much between 
Dugdale and Sturgeon. 

But neither party leader 
got the standing ovation 


they received at last year’s 
conference. 

This reflected people’s 
frustration with the left wing 
rhetoric of both parties that 
are doing nothing to seriously 
resist austerity. 

Unfortunately the one thing 
STUC could play an effective 
role in coordinating—an 
industrial fightback—was 
missing from the discussion. 


Get your reports and pictures to us by 12 noon on Monday 
Post PO Box 71327, London SE119BW Phone 020 7840 5656 Email reports@socialistworker.co.uk 
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HOUSING 


Protesters sleep out 
against Housing Bill 


oe ALISTAIR FARROW 


HOUSING campaigners 
held sleep-outs and dem- 
onstrations across Britain 
last Friday in solidarity 
with homeless people and 
against the Housing Bill. 
If the bill passes thousands 
could be made homeless. 
Council housing will be 
sold off, secure tenancies 
will become rarer and coun- 
cil tenants’ rents will rocket 
in line with market rates. 
The protests came 
ahread of the Tories suffer- 
ing a double humiliation on 
Monday in a sign of the grow- 
ing pressure they’re facing. 
Two amendments water- 
ing down the bill were passed 
in the House of Lords. 


Homelessness 
Around 200 people joined a 
March for the Homeless from 
Downing Street to a sleep-out 
in Southwark, south London. 

Homelessness protester- 
Paul told Socialist Worker, 
“It’s sickening how billion- 
aires are buying up houses as 
investments. 

“They’re putting down 
spikes to stop us from sleep- 
ing in the street. 

“Where are we supposed 
to go?” 

In Tower Hamlets, east 
London, a junior doctor 
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MARCHING THROUGH Leeds 


joined the protest. In 
Southwark, doctors from 
Maudsley Hospital sent a 
message of solidarity to the 
sleep-out. 

In Leeds 50 people marched 
around the city centre. And 
dozens also marched through 
Wolverhampton. 

Labour councillors spoke at 
the protests in Hammersmith 
in west London, Harlow in 
Essex and elsewhere. 


NUJ UNION 


Journalists’ leaders spike 
resistance at conference 


A VICTORY against 
Johnston Press bosses in 
Northern Ireland brought 
the NUJ journalists’ union 
conference in Southport to 
life last weekend. 

Big votes for strikes 
had forced the company to 
reach a deal. This shows the 
potential for a fightback. 

But the conference was 
far from the angry mood 
on the People’s Assembly 
march the same weekend. 

The NUJ leadership 
increasingly argues 
against taking political 
stands because of 
“professionalism”. 

This resulted in delegates 
bizarrely defeating a motion 
to defend Jeremy Corbyn’s 
stand against austerity. 

But a breakthrough 


motion supporting Stand 
Up to Racism and Unite 
Against Fascism was 
successful. 

NUJ general secretary 
Michelle Stanistreet was 
re-elected unopposed for 
another five years. 

The union’s weakness 
stems from the leadership’s 
failure to lead a fight 
against the jobs slaughter. 

But recent victories at 
the Financial Times and the 
Rotherham Advertiser show 
how journalists can win. 

A motion instructing the 
leadership to support any 
group of workers breaking 
Tory union laws reflected a 
desire for a fightback. 

Phil Turner 
@For a longer version go to 
socialistworker.co.uk 


But some protesters criti- 
cised the Labour Party for not 
doing enough. 

Tanya Murat from 
Southwark Kill the Bill cam- 
paign said, “If every Labour 
council refused to imple- 
ment the bill, I don’t think 
the government would be in 
a position to force it through. 

“We need local organi- 
sations capable of putting 
enough pressure on councils 
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to get them to vote against 
implementation.” 

Ricky from Milton Keynes 
said, “We need to kill the 
Housing Bill. 

“Let’s bring thousands 
of people onto the streets 
to bring this country to a 
standstill.” 

Thanks to Sarah Creagh, 
Graham Hodgin, Mick Patrick 
and Christian Hogsbjerg 


@More on socialistworker.co.uk 


Birmingham school ballots 
against ‘oppressive’ bosses 


TEACHERS AT Small Heath 
School in Birmingham have 
begun an indicative ballot 
for strikes over oppressive 
management. 

The NUT union members 
also want their union 
rep, Simon O'Hara, to be 
reinstated. Bosses suspended 
Simon after he helped lead a 
series of successful strikes to 
stop the school becoming an 
academy. Teachers took ten 
days of strikes to defend him 
earlier this year. 

The ballot is for 
discontinuous action and 
the NUT is recommending a 
yes vote. The ballot ends on 
Friday of next week. 

This is a key dispute with 
implications for all trade 
unionists. If bosses get 
away with targeting a union 
rep, it will give a boost to 
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Victimised rep Simon O’Hara 


employers everywhere. 
Strikes at Small Heath 
have already pushed bosses 
back on academisation. 
Workers can win on this 
too—they should fight to get 
the biggest yes vote in the 
ballot. 
@Send messages of support 
to banut@btclick.com and 
jo_simon@yahoo.co.uk 


HEALTH WORKERS 


>>continued from page 20 
for more. Motion 19 calls 
on the union to “resist any 
efforts to extend ‘normal 
working time’ and support 
other groups of health 
workers, such as junior 
doctors, in their efforts to 
resist such attacks. 

“If any reduction in 
unsocial hours is proposed, 
to organise a campaign 
amongst members to defend 
unsocial hours and ballot 
members for industrial 
action.” 

While this isn’t going on 
the offensive, it can be a way 
of putting pressure on the 
leadership. 

Motion 11 “resolves to 
campaign amongst the 
membership for coordinated 
industrial action against the 
1 percent pay cap.” 

The conference begins 


next Monday and finishes on 
the day of the BMA’s second 
walkout. It should suspend 
standing orders and march 
to join the picket lines. 

Activists still need to push 
Unison and the other health 
unions to immediately ballot 
their members and join the 
fight to save the NHS. 


HOSPITAL CAMPAIGNS 


AROUND 1,000 people 
turned out to protest against 
plans to close the A&E 
department at Huddersfield 
Royal Infirmary on Monday. 

They were at a public 
meeting organised by the 
Clinical Commissioning 
Group (CCG) as part of the 
consultation process. 

About 500 people got into 
the meeting, but another 
500 were locked out. 

The majority of those locked 
out stayed outside for a public 


meeting of their own. 

For two hours they kept 
up a barrage of speeches, 
chanting and singing, which 
culminated in a vote of no 
confidence in the CCG. 

The chanting could clearly 
be heard inside. 

The protesters, both in 
and out of the meeting, are 
determined to carry on. They 
plan another march and rally. 
Martin Jones 
@Longer report at bit. 
ly/20TeVKt 


Keep up the libraries fight 


LIBRARY campaigners in 
Lambeth, south London, 
are determined to resist 
the Labour council’s plans 
to shut or run down the 
borough’s ten libraries. 
Around 80 people joined 
a lively campaign meeting on 
Thursday of last week. They 
discussed holding another 
march at the Minet library. 
John from the Save Our 
Libraries Campaign told 


Socialist Worker, “We’re never 
going to quit. We’re going to 
carry on until we unseat the 
councillors if necessary.” 
The meeting came after 
a ten day-long occupation 
of Carnegie library and a 
2,000-strong march on 9 April. 
This has started to open up 
fissures within the council. 
More strikes by library 
workers could now press home 
the advantage. 


Vote left in Unison election 


VOTING HAS started in 
the Unison union’s service 
groups executive (SGE) 
elections. This is a chance 
to back left candidates. 

For the local government 
SGE Socialist Worker backs: 
Liz Bailey, Angela Waller, 
David Hughes, John Mark 
Evans, Duncan Smith, 


Caroline Firmin, John 
McLoughlin, Sue Plain, 
Claire Wormald and Adrian 
Picton. 

For the health SGE we 
back: Gary Freeman, Jordan 
Rivera, Linda Miller, Libby 
Nolan, Ian Thomas, Theresa 
Rollinson and Adrian 
O’Malley. 
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Action needed to 
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Tory Jeremy Hunt is worried, but he won't 
cave in easily, writes Tomas Tengely-Evans 


JUNIOR DOCTORS are set 
to hold “full walkouts” next 
Tuesday and Wednesday as 
they ramp up their strikes 
against Tory health secre- 
tary Jeremy Hunt. 

The strikes, from 8am to 
5pm on both days, are the 
British Medical Association’s 
(BMA) fourth round of 
action. 

Emergency cover will be 
provided by grades above 
junior doctors. The Tories say 
the strikes endanger patient 
safety. In fact cuts and priva- 
tisation threaten lives. 

Hunt faces mounting 
opposition. He was forced to 
reiterate that there’s been “no 
change of approach” after the 
Guardian newspaper claimed 
he had U-turned on imposing 
a new contract. 

A letter from the govern- 
ment’s legal department said 
Hunt was “introducing” the 
new contract. 

The letter was to solicitors 
who are handling a judicial 
review challenging imposi- 
tion in the High Court. 

But referring to 


MARCH TOGETHER 
TO SUPPORT THE 
JUNIOR DOCTORS 


TUES 26 APRIL, 5PM, 
ST THOMAS’ 
HOSPITAL, LONDON 
E13 9/5) 


@March to the Department of Health 
@Called by the London region of the 


NUT union and the BMA 


“introducing” instead of 
“imposing” is not decisive. 

When announcing impo- 
sition in January, Hunt told 
parliament he was “proceed- 
ing with the introduction of 
the new contract”. 

Hunt is on the run—but 
only escalating action will 
push back his attack. 

Paul Robinson, a junior 
doctor, told Socialist Worker, 
“Jeremy Hunt wants to break 
the NHS and the strike. He 
will have to be moved or go”. 

That means building more 


New figures show NHS 
criSIS IS growing worse 


THE NHS plunged 
further into crisis as it 
missed a number of key 
targets this month. 

The number of 
patients seen on time in 
accident and emergency 
(A&E) was its lowest 
since records began. 

Some 230,000 people 
had to wait longer 
than four hours. 

Ambulances missed 
their target to respond 
to 75 percent of the 
most serious 999 calls 
in eight minutes for the 
ninth month in a row. 

Years of budget 
cuts and privatisation, 
combined with the 
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Defending the health service 


assaults on social 

care, have caused 

the NHS crisis. 
Meanwhile poverty 

pay and rocketing 

workloads are pushing 

health workers to leave. 
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solidarity to boost junior doc- 
tors’ confidence, getting the 
BMA to call more action and 
piling pressure on Hunt. 

The BMA and the NUT 
teachers’ union, which is 
balloting over forced acade- 
misation, plan to demonstrate 
in London next Tuesday. 

Everyone in London 
should try to be there, what- 
ever union or campaign they 
are in. 

Workers and students at 
Soas university in London 
plan a solidarity walkout. 
Sandy Nicoll, the Unison 
union branch secretary, said, 
“We'll walk out, shut the 
college down and join the 
demonstration”. 

The CWU telecom and 
postal workers’ union has 
agreed to send out the BMA’s 
new solidarity posters. 


Support 

In Tower Hamlets, east 
London, junior doctors’ sup- 
port group members plan 
joint street stalls with teachers 
this weekend and 15-minute 
lunchtime protests. 

But while rank and file 
trade unionists have built 
solidarity, the TUC and most 
union leaders have only given 
rhetorical support. 

Niki Fitzgerald, a BMA 
rep, told a junior doctors’ 
solidarity meeting last week, 
“What’s missing sometimes 
is concrete proposals from 
other speakers. 

“Will you call on your 
members to join our picket 
lines on their lunchbreaks? 

“Will you call your mem- 
bers to picket their own 
workplaces? Will you call on 
local reps to reach out and 
send solidarity to hospitals?” 

The Tories are weak and 
divided and a mood of oppo- 
sition is sweeping across 
Britain. The unions must not 
let this opportunity pass. 

As Niki said, “Stopping the 
imposition of the contract 
won't stop privatisation or 
defeat austerity—but it could 
galvanise more people into a 
fight that could do that.” 
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AROUND cH ol 00} people joined a march in Leeds last Saturday in defence of the NHS 
and to support junior doctors 


All health unions must join the fight 


THE CONFERENCE of NHS 
workers in the Unison union 
takes place next week. 

The backdrop to it is 
a deepening NHS crisis, 
resistance from junior 
doctors and demands for 
action from the union’s 
leadership. 

Unison is easily the 
biggest health union, but it 
is not doing nearly enough 
to fight the government’s 
attacks. 

Karen Reissmann sits 
on Unison’s health service 
group executive. 

She told Socialist Worker, 
“There’s a mood to fight 
and people are frustrated, 
but the leadership is falling 
short. Their argument is 
essentially to do nothing, so 


it’s up to branches to pick up 
resistance.” 

Socialist Worker 
supporters in Unison have 
pushed for the union 
to demand an official 
assurance that there will 
be no attack on unsocial 
hours payments. 


Leadership 
If the Tories wouldn’t give 
it, the union could start a 
dispute and ballot members 
to join the junior doctors. 

But the union leadership 
made clear that this would 
be blocked. Karen said, 
“We couldn’t raise what 
we wanted because the 
leadership said it would be 
ruled out of order.” 

The North West region’s 
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Motion 19 on unsocial hours 
and Mid Yorkshire Health’s 
Motion 11 on the pay freeze 
are an opportunity to put 
pressure on the leadership. 

Hunt is determined to 
smash health workers’ 
unsocial hours pay— 
and other terms and 
conditions—to soften the 
NHS up for privatisation. 

The pay review body 
(PRB) did not recommend 
scrapping unsocial hours’ 
payments in the Agenda for 
Change health workers’ pay 
structure last July. 

Hunt thought he could 
quickly smash the junior 
doctors and then take on 
other health workers. 

But the bosses are coming 
>>continued on page 19 


